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V ocation Brisbane’s mission 
is to promote priesthood, to 

increase the culture of vocations 
throughout the Archdiocese, and 
to support young people. This 
mission has become especially 
important as the Church prepares 
for the year ahead, with the Synod 
on Youth, Faith and Vocational 
Discernment; and the Year of 
Youth (to be celebrated by the 
Church in Australia) both occurring 
in 2018.

In preparation for these events, 
Vocation Brisbane sent out a 
banner to the communities of the 
Archdiocese, featuring the image 
of Mary also used on the cover of 
this edition of Vocare. Her life and 
witness capture the key themes 
of faith and discernment in the life 
of a young person, as detailed in 
the following excerpt taken from 
the Preparatory Document for the 
Synod:

Mary, the young woman of 
Nazareth, who in every stage of 
her existence accepted the Word, 
and preserve it, pondering it in her 
heart (cf. Lk 2:19) was the first to 
fulfill this journey.

Each young person can discover 
in Mary’s life the way to listen, 
the courage that faith generates, 
the depths of discernment and 
dedication to service (cf. Lk 1:39-
45). In her “lowliness,” the Virgin 
betrothed to Joseph, experienced 
human weakness and difficulty in 
understanding the mysterious will 

of God (cf. Lk 1:34). She also was 
called to live by an exodus from 
herself and her plans by learning 
to trust and to confide.

Recalling the “great things” which 
the Almighty accomplished in 
her (cf. Lk 1:49), the Virgin did not 
feel alone, but fully loved and 
supported by the “Fear not” of 
the Angel (cf. Lk 1:30). Knowing 
that God is with her, Mary opened 
her heart to “Here I am”, and 
thus began the Gospel journey 
(cf. Lk 1:38). Woman of Intercession 
(cf. Jn 2:3), at the foot of the cross 
of her Son, united to the “beloved 
disciple”, again accepted the call 
to be fruitful and generate life in 
human history. In her eyes every 
young person can rediscover 
the beauty of discernment; in 
her heart every young person 
can experience the tenderness 
of intimacy and the courage of 
witness and mission.

This volume of Vocare captures 
the “great things” accomplished 
through Vocation Brisbane in 
2017. As in past volumes, you 
will find here all the activities 
of the office from the past 
year, and a celebration of the 
Vocations team’s engagement 
with communities throughout the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane. May this 
magazine draw you to a deeper 
understanding of your vocation, so 
that you might also journey with 
the Church and with young people 
in 2018.
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the Church gathers universally to 
celebrate and reflect on youth, 
faith, and vocational discernment.

While 2018 is not a “Year of 
Youth” solely, the Church still 
needs to reflect on the ongoing 
formation that youth are still 
a vital part of the Church and 
its mission. The Year of Youth 
invites into dialogue about 
the importance and life-giving 
presence of young people in the 
Church and society. It calls for 
dialogue and active engagement 
focused on the reconnection 
and renewal of a new generation 
of young people in the life of 
the Church. This Year of Youth, 
Faith and Vocation Discernment 
aims to: prayerfully discern the 
Australian Bishops vision for 
ministry with young people, 
Anointed and Sent; authentic 
and personal engagement by 
Church leaders in the challenges 
and successes in young people’s 
lives; acknowledging the Holy 
Spirit at work in the lives of young 
people, and young people acting 
upon the Holy Spirit in the life of 
the Church; and upholding the 
dignity of young people, ensuring 
a safe environment from physical, 
emotional and spiritual harm.

It might seem that many will focus 
on the year as a year for youth but 
it would be wise to also prayerfully 
consider and engage in what 
vocational discernment means. 
It would seem that discernment 
is a term that many hear but is 

rarely broken open for our young 
people.

Discernment comes from the 
Latin understanding of discere 
– meaning to set apart or cut 
away. To intentionally focus on 
what God is asking of our lives 
and to move toward this call. I 
maintain that discernment is about 
actually making a decision which 
in turn leads to other decisions. 
It is a process of moving forward 
in faith constantly praying and 
evaluating and deciding – both 
the Church discerns you and you 
discern the Church. Pope Francis 
during the vigil of World Youth 
Day 2016 called on the youth in 
their discernment to understand 
that “Jesus is the Lord of risk, He 
is the Lord of the eternal more. 
Jesus is not the Lord of comfort, 
security and ease”. With these 
words Pope Francis understands 
that young people need to risk 
and make a decision – one that 
may not always bring comfort. 
Our Archbishop, Mark Coleridge, 
is firm in this understanding too 
when he constantly invites youth 
to understand that it is and cannot 
be business as usual. Life needs 
to change and the decision or 
discernment enables this change 
to happen.

We move toward the Year 
of Youth, Faith and Vocation 
Discernment that opens new 
horizons and spreads joy.

FROM THE 
ARCHBISHOP & 

DIRECTOR

I n 2009 the Australian Catholic 
Bishop’s Conference wrote 

and published a document 
titled Anointed and Sent – An 
Australian vision for Catholic Youth 
Ministry. The consultation that 
developed the document grew 
out of the Ecclesia in Oceania 
Synod Conference 2001 where 
the Synod Fathers wanted to 
assure the youth of the Church in 
Oceania that they are called to be 
“salt of the earth and light of the 
world” (MT 5:13,14). The Bishops 
wished the youth to know that 
they are a vital part of the Church 
today. From there the Church 
in Australia celebrated World 
Youth Day in Sydney in 2008. 
And from this Anointed and sent 
was given to the youth and the 
Church. Nearly 10 years on again 

Father Morgan Batt
Director of Vocations  

& Canali House

Director of Pastoral Formation for Holy 
Spirit Provincial Seminary

Most Rev 
Mark Coleridge

Archbishop of Brisbane
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Adam Burns  
Executive Manager  
Adam has spent the last ten 
years working in various youth 
and Church ministries, including 
serving with NET Ministries 
and Project Hatch. Formerly a 
seminarian, Adam got married in 
2016. Adam leads our team, as 
well as creating new resources, 
mentoring discerners and 
presenting at various forums. 
He has completed a Certificate 
IV in Leadership and Ministry, 
a Bachelor of Theology and is 
currently studying a Master of 
Business Administration. 

MEET OUR 
STAFF

Farewell Adam & Fr 
Morgan

After many years of service, we 
farewell Adam as he goes on 
mission with his wife Jade, and 
to Fr Morgan as he takes up 
appointment as the parish priest of 
Burleigh Heads.

Patrick Ransom  
Vocations Officer   
Patrick has long been connected 
to various youth and young adults 
ministries throughout Australia. 
Husband to wife Stephanie and 
father to daughter Agnes, he is 
also completing his Bachelor of 
Education. His responsibilities 
include engaging with youth and 
young adult ministries, schools, 
developing new resources and 
giveaways, running discernment 
events and supporting the on-
going presence of the Vocations 
Roadshow throughout the 
Archdiocese.

Rosalia Risati  
Administrative Officer  
Rosalia left New Zealand in 2014, 
where she had lived for almost 
25 years, to relocate to Brisbane 
with her family. She has previously 
worked for the Archdiocese of 
Wellington in pastoral services 
and gained a Diploma in Pastoral 
Ministry. Within the Samoan 
community she led catechesis 
with her husband, taught Sunday 
school programs, led retreats and 
training, and served as a marriage 
educator and spiritual guide in the 
Wellington region.

Sister Melissa Dwyer 
Vocations Officer   
From dreams of representing 
Australia as an Olympic javelin 
thrower to a life changing 
volunteer experience of mission in 
Africa that helped her to discover 
God’s call on her life. Sr Mel Dwyer 
is a Canossian Daughter of Charity 
from Brisbane with more than 12 
years of teaching experience with 
7 of those years as Principal of a 
Canossian Secondary School in 
Malawi, East Africa.  She currently 
works with Vocation Brisbane 
particularly focusing on promoting 
the vocation of religious life.

Christopher Fuller    
Field Officer  
Christopher Fuller has worked 
together with several ministries 
across the Brisbane Archdiocese, 
in both a ministry and creative 
capacity. His experience being 
involved with the Latin American 
Catholic community, Marist Youth 
Ministry, UQ Catholic Chaplaincy 
and current study’s in Multimedia 
Design has allowed Chris to bring 
his skills and creativity to his role 
as a Field Officer.

Vocāre – The Vocations Magazine of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
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DEACONS

BISHOPS

ORDINATIONS IN   
2017

Bishop Tim Harris
Bishop of Townsville

Thomas Zaranski Damien Everitt Andrew O'Brien Brendan Gormley

Ordination of Bishop Ken Howell at St 
Stephen's Cathedral

Ordination of Thomas Zaranski and 
Damien Everitt at ACU

Ordination of Brendan Gormley in Rome

Bishop Ken Howell
Auxiliary Bishop for the

 Archdiocese of Brisbane
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ARCHBISHOP'S 
DINNER FOR WOMEN
2 017 featured not one, but two 

Vocations Dinners, with the 
addition of a Dinner for Women 
hosted at the Archbishop’s 
residence, Wynberg.

On the evening of April 20th, 
fourteen young men gathered 
around the table for dinner with 
Archbishop Mark. Drawing men 
from parishes and communities 
throughout the Archdiocese, 
the evening introduces men 
to the process of discernment 
for priesthood. Those men in 
attendance were addressed by 
Gerard Lai, a current seminarian, 
and Archbishop Mark, who 
both shared about their own 
discernment and vocations 
journeys. The Dinner is thus a 
unique discernment experience, 
allowing those invited to consider 
God’s call more deeply.

The success of the Men’s 
Dinner was followed by the full 
attendance of the inaugural Dinner 
for Women. Held for the first time, 
the Women’s Dinner was attended 
by sixteen young women, and 
hosted by Bishop Ken Howell. 
Though absent, the Archbishop 
recorded a video message for the 
women in attendance, reminding 
them that responding positively 
to God’s call will not lead to 
disappointment.

The capacity attendance of both 
dinners is an encouraging sign 
that young people are indeed 
still responding to the call to the 
Ordained and Consecrated States 
of Life. To register interest in 
the Vocations Dinner for Men or 
For Women, please contact the 
Vocation Brisbane office.

ARCHBISHOP'S 
DINNER FOR MEN

Young men from across the Archdiocese 
share dinner with Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge

Archbishop Mark Coleridge talking with 
some of the men
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F r Joseph Canali was a pioneer 
priest of the Archdiocese of 

Brisbane. Originally called to the 
Archdiocese to complete work 
on the Cathedral as an architect, 
Canali entered the seminary and 
was ordained a priest. As a priest 
he was known for his enthusiasm 
for the mission of the Church, 
and his generosity of service, 
and is renowned today as the 
Apostle of Brisbane. Canali’s 
legacy lives on through Canali 
House, the Archdiocese’s House 
of Discernment for priesthood. 
Canali House enables young 
men to engage in a program of 
discernment, while continuing with 
study or employment.

Eight men resided at Canali House 
in 2017, more than any year prior. 
The residents, dubbed “Canali 
Boys”, undergo a program of 
discernment focussed on human 
formation, including taking turns 
at cooking and grocery shopping, 
doing household chores, physical 
activity, and praying together. 
The program commences with 
the Canali Challenge, an outdoor 
obstacle course that encourages 
the men to begin stepping out of 
their comfort zones and working 
with others.

Throughout the year the Canali 
Boys attended various events and 
functions as they engaged in the 
life of the Church, including the 
Movers and Shakers Leadership 
program, a pilgrimage to Mt Isa 
for Easter and attending the Ignite 

Youth Conference and Australian 
Catholic Youth Festival. As part 
of their discernment towards the 
Seminary, the men also undertook 
a Certificate IV in Christian Ministry 
and Leadership. 

Canali House and the discernment 
program is one of few in the world 
that accompanies men in their 
discernment before they apply to 
enter the Seminary.

CANALI HOUSE

Canali House out and about

Concilium at Canali House

Mount Isa parish visit

Sharing a meal at Canali House 

Canali House parish visit
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QUO VADIS 
DISCERNMENT 
WEEKEND

Q uo Vadis is a latin phrase, 
meaning “where are 

you going?” It comes from an 
apocryphal story from after the 
Resurrection, in which the Lord 
appears to Peter as he escapes 
from persecution in Rome. As the 
Lord passes Peter, Peter asks him, 
“quo vadis, Domine?” or “Lord, 
where are you going?” The Quo 
Vadis Weekend thus invites young 
men from all parts of Queensland 
to ask the Lord how they might 
follow Him and answer the call.

The 2017 Quo Vadis Weekend 
was attended by eighteen men. 
Representing the Archdiocese 
of Brisbane, and the Dioceses 
of Toowoomba, Townsville and 
Rockhampton, it was the most well 
attended Quo Vadis Weekend 
since the inception of the 
weekends. This is yet another sign 
that the Church is certainly not 
experiencing a vocations crisis.

An intensive, live-in discernment 
experience, the program for the 
Weekend has a wide focus, giving 
participants a broad experience 
of the life of a seminarian. 
Lectures on the life and ministry 
of a priest, based on St John 
Paul II’s Pastores Dabo Vobis 
provides an intellectual basis 
for understanding the calling to 
Ordained Life. Outdoor activities 
and rock climbing foster team 
work and challenge participants 
to move outside of their comfort 
zones. Moments for prayer, Mass 

and Adoration allow the men to 
deepen their spiritual life. Lastly, 
a presentation on celibacy and 
relating to women (presented 
by Real Talk Australia), and a 
gathering hosted by the Seminary 
community introduces men to 
the pastoral aspects of priestly 
ministry.

The various sessions and 
presentations are supplemented 
by one-to-one conversations 
with the Vocations Director, 
and interactions throughout the 
weekend with Vocation Brisbane 
staff and the Seminarians. These 
interactions allow the participants 
to gain a deeper grasp on their 
vocational questions, helping 
them arrive at a decision about 
how they can respond to the call.

Quo Vadis is an annual event. The 
next Quo Vadis Weekend will be 
offered in August 2018. Please 
contact the Vocation Brisbane 
office to register your interest in 
attending the weekend.

Challenging the men on the Seminary rock 
climbing wall 

Adam talking to the young men about 
there vocation

Fr Morgan sharing on the 75 year legacy of 
the Seminary

Listening to Bishop Ken Howell

Vocāre – The Vocations Magazine of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
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VOCATION   
EXPOS

S tarting on the first Sunday 
of August, and spanning the 

week until the following Sunday, 
is National Vocations Awareness 
Week (NVAW), a time to focus on 
and pray for vocations. On the 6th 
of August 2017, Vocation Brisbane 
collaborated with St Stephen’s 
Young Adults Ministry to once 
again co-host the Annual Youth 
and Vocations Expo. Gathering 
young people with nuns, sisters, 
priests, brothers and lay ministers, 
the event is a celebration of 
all vocations throughout the 
Archdiocese.

The Youth and Vocations Expo 
also marks the end of the V9 
Prayer Campaign. For several 
years Vocation Brisbane has 
invited the parishes, communities 
and families of the Archdiocese to 
pray the V9 prayer every Sunday 
over the nine weeks leading up 
to NVAW. In addition, resource 
packs are sent out to communities 
to help them prepare for NVAW. 
Each year, remarkably, the number 
of enquiries about priesthood and 
vocations increases during the 
V9 campaign, reminding us of the 
faithfulness of God.

The Youth and Vocations Expo 
and the V9 Prayer Campaign draw 
together the Catholic community 
in Brisbane to pray for and 
promote vocations. The continuing 
support and engagement of 
the Archdiocese community is 
unarguably the most important 

factor in increasing vocations 
and fostering a vocations culture. 
Vocation Brisbane thanks those 
who continue to pray and support 
the work of the office, especially 
through the Expo and the V9 
Campaign this past year. We look 
forward to celebrating with the 
wider community once more in 
2018.

Vocation team at ACU Open Day Semester 
1

Sr Mel at the Powerhouse of Leaders 

Patrick at ACU Open Day Semester 2

Fr Morgan at the Vocation Brisbane Stall 
during Ignite Conference 

Patick with some exhibitors at Youth 
and Vocation Expo 
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Parishes 
Moorooka/Salisbury

Alexandra Hills/Capalaba

Wynnum

Goodna

Booval

East Brisbane/Kangaroo Point

Cathedral 

Bowen Hills

Mt Isa

Highfields 

East Toowoomba

Maroochydore

Burleigh Heads

Coolum

Cloncurry 

Coorparoo (St James)

Bribie Island

Azerbaijan

Svalbard

Iceland

Georgia

Faroes Islands

Universities 
Chill and Chat, UQ

Freedom, QUT

Sunset Retreat, ACU

Events

Approval and Launch of NCDVD 
- AUS by Australian Bishops 
Conference

Malta 'Coats for Homeless' 
Breakfast

Mover and Shakers Youth 
Leadership Conference 

Theology in the Pub 

ACYF

Spirit in the City

Ignite Conference

Outreach to Ethnic Communities

Schools
Thomas Moore College

St John the Baptist Primary 
School, Gladstone

Chanel College Gladstone

St Joseph's College, Lochinvar

 St Patrick's, Lochinvar

ASC St Peter's, Maitland

Nudgee College

Chisholm Catholic College

Marymount 

Villanova College

Clairvaux Mackillop College

2017 VOCATION 
ROADSHOW

Patrick at Ignite Conference Workshop

Sr Mel sharing about vocations with high 
schoolers from the diocese of Maitland- 
Newcastle

Sr Mel and Patrick share with the high 
schoolers and young adults of Sunnybank.

Fr Morgan celebrating mass in Azerbaijan

Vocāre – The Vocations Magazine of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
10



UNIVERSITY       
VISITS

Sr Mel and Patrick with QUT FreedomSr Mel talking with ACU Students

D uring 2017, Vocations Brisbane 
had the chance to interact 

with many different university 
students on Campuses throughout 
Brisbane. During April, Sr. Mel 
had the opportunity to speak to 
Young Adults at the University 
of Queensland for “UQ Chill and 
Chat”. Sr. Mel shared about her 
vocation and how each one of us 
is entrusted with a mission in our 
journey of following Christ. 

In May Sr. Mel ventured to 
Queensland University of 
Technology to share with QUT 
Catholics about vocational 
discernment. She explained the 
four states of life and encouraged 
the attendees to not be afraid to 
take a risk in chasing God’s dream 
for their lives.

Finally in August, Sr Mel and 
Patrick were invited to help with 
the facilitation of the Sunset 
Retreat at Australian Catholic 
University, Banyo. Here they 
shared with the young adults 
about how they can live their 
vocation on campus. 

Overall reaching out to university 
students directly on campus 
has been a great opportunity to 
provoke young people to dare to 
ask the bigger picture questions 
for their lives, focusing not only 
on their academic studies, but 
on their journey of vocational 
discernment.
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V ocation Brisbane is tasked 
with encouraging people to 

‘Ask the Question’ through the 
103 parishes of our Archdiocese. 
Home to some 600,000 Catholics, 
it is essential that we visit these 
parishes in order to share the 
truth about God’s Call. The 
team spends many weekends 
throughout the year worshipping 
and spending time with these 
parishes. Through the weekend 

LOOKING   
FORWARD

your vocation
for teaching

Fr. Morgan celebrates mass and 
preaches, and the team engages 
parishioners through handing out 
resources, welcoming people, and 
helping out with children’s liturgy.

Visiting parishes and sharing the 
vocations message is an essential 
element of Vocation Brisbane’s 
ministry, and the cooperation and 
enthusiasm that is returned from 
parishioners suggests that it is 

appreciated and welcomed. Our 
office continues to innovate with 
new media, brochures, books, 
and will be engaging actively 
with Brisbane Catholic schools 
in 2018 to further spread the 
Vocation Brisbane message. We 
will persist in dreaming of creative 
and effective ways of bringing the 
Gospel message of vocation to 
the people of Brisbane. Watch our 
socials to keep up to date!

Vocāre – The Vocations Magazine of the Archdiocese of Brisbane
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YEAR OF YOUTH
down the pace of generational 
change.

Vocational discernment is not 
accomplished in a single act, even 
if, in recounting the development 
of a vocation, identifying 
specific moments or decisive 
encounters is possible. As for all 
important things in life, vocational 
discernment is a long process 
unfolding over time, during which 
one continues to monitor the signs 
used by the Lord to indicate and 
specify a vocation that is very 
personal and unique.

In the Gospel accounts, Jesus’ 
look of love is transformed into 
a word, that is, a call to newness 
of life which is to be accepted, 
explored and built up. Above 
all, calling means awakening a 
desire and jarring people from 
what blocks them or from the 
complacency which slows them 
down. Calling means asking 
questions which have no ready-
made answers. In this way, and 
not by passively respecting norms, 
people are impelled to embark on 
a journey and to encounter the joy 
of the Gospel.

F ollowing from the last General 
Synod focussed on the family, 

which produced the Apostolic 
Exhortation Amoris Laetitia, the 
Pope announced that the 2018 
General Synod will discuss youth, 
faith and vocational discernment. 
Some of the key themes of this 
Synod have been addressed in 
the Preparatory Document for 
the Synod, and some passages 
from that Document have been 
selected here.

By listening to young people, the 
Church will once again hear the 
Lord speaking in today’s world.

For each person, the vocation 
to love takes concrete form in 
everyday life through a series of 
choices, which find expression 
in the states of life (marriage, 
ordained ministry, consecrated 
life, single), professions, forms 
of social and civil commitment, 
lifestyle, the management of time 
and money.

If society or the Christian 
community want to make 
something new happen again, 
they have to leave room for new 
people to take action. In other 
words, devising change according 
to the principles of sustainability 
requires enabling new generations 
to experience a new model of 
development. This is particularly 
problematic in those countries 
and institutions where the age of 
those who occupy positions of 
responsibility is high and slows 

Patrick sharing about faith, discernment 
and vocation at Sandgate Brighton 
Youth

Sr Mel sharing with  the young  from Flores 
Teresianes on the vocation to religious life

Gratia discernment evening - October 
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SAINT 
OF OUR 
TIMES

September 4, 2016. Issue 5417 

Momentous occasion: 
Sr Eliezer, Sr Antonella, 
Sr Milada and Sr Maria 
Domini are the four  
Missionaries of Charity, or 
Sisters of Mother Teresa, 
stationed in Brisbane. Sr  
Eliezer was one of the  
Australian region’s two  
Missionaries of Charity 
chosen to be in Rome for 
Mother Teresa’s   
canonisation today  
(September 4). There are 
85 sisters in the Australian 
region.

Photo: Emilie Ng

Full 
coverage 
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Church honours
    St Teresa of 

    Kolkata 

Contact us: (07) 3324 3555 or email editor@catholicleader.com.au
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WOMEN'S      
DISCERNMENT

during the year. By sharing their 
stories and insights, the young 
women attending ‘Gratia’ have 
been challenged to push out into 
the deep and take a step in faith 
towards radical discipleship.

During July, the inaugural 
Archbishop’s Dinner for Women 
was also a fantastic chance for 
young women to be encouraged 
by Bishop Ken Howell in their 
discernment of a possible vocation 
to religious life. The young women 
who attended benefited from 
the opportunity to share their 
own experiences of trying to 
understand God’s dream for their 
lives, as well as the solidarity that 
comes from realizing they are not 
alone on this journey of wanting to 
live radically set apart for Christ.

The Women’s Discernment 
Weekend held in November 
was also another opportunity 
for young women considering a 
possible call to religious life to 
explore this direction in their lives. 
Archbishop Mark’s address to the 
young women at the beginning 
of the weekend was inspirational 
in encouraging them to not be 
afraid to respond if God is calling 
them to religious life. Sisters from 
different congregations gathered 
at the Canossian Spirituality 
Centre at Oxley to present various 
sessions on prayer, discernment 
and consecrated life in today’s 
society. Times of personal 

prayer, adoration and sharing 
were highlights of the weekend, 
enabling young women to ponder 
in the silence of their hearts where 
God might be calling them.

2017 has been a fabulous year 
providing so many wonderful 
opportunities for young women 
to encounter God and reflect 
on discernment. We continue to 
pray that young women of the 
Archdiocese might continue to 
have the courage to take a risk 
in faith not being satisfied with 
mediocrity, but desiring to live 
their vocations to the full. We look 
forward to following up in 2018 
with so many fantastic young 
women, which fills us with hope 
for the future of our local Church.

W hilst many of the activities 
run by Vocations Brisbane 

are aimed at helping both young 
men and women discover 
whichever state of life God calls 
them to, with the appointment 
of Sr Mel Dwyer FdCC in 2017, 
there have been a number of 
new events aimed specifically 
at providing a space for young 
women discerning a call to 
religious life to tangibly explore 
this option for their lives.

The first of these initiatives has 
been the Gratia discernment 
evenings. Held on the second 
Wednesday of each month, 
these gatherings provide an 
invaluable opportunity for young 
women to be inspired by a 
variety of religious women from 
different congregations around 
the Archdiocese. Following an 
engaging input on various aspects 
of discernment, young women 
have the chance to share together 
and explore further a potential 
vocation to religious life. The 
sense of supportive community 
that has developed among the 
group throughout the year has 
been encouraging, providing a 
platform for them to explore the 
dream of God for their lives. We 
have been blessed to have guest 
speakers from the Canossian 
Daughters of Charity, the Sisters 
of Nazareth, the Verbum Dei 
Missionary Fraternity and the 
Sisters of St Paul de Chartres 

Gratia discernment evening - September

Final Gratia for 2017
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LEAVEN HOUR

B e sure to get to this event on 
time, or it's standing room 

only! As we continually fill the 
Cathedral Chapel to capacity 
for Leaven Hour, we see how 
deeply our Archdiocese cares 
about praying for vocations. 
Leaven Hour is the monthly 
hour of Mass and Adoration of 
prayer for vocations. Each month 
we welcome a different local 
ministry group to lead worship 
and prayer. The event provides 
an opportunity for our office to 
connect with the Brisbane City 
parish in prayer for vocations, 
with its central location attracting 
those nearby in the city too. For 
each month, a different Brisbane 
youth ministry is asked to provide 
music and volunteer as readers. 
This year we were again blessed 
by the enthusiastic help from 
some of our surrounding parish 
youth ministry groups, university 
ministry groups and even the 
Holy Spirit Seminary. 

Leaven Hour provides an 
opportunity to be still and hear 
God's voice. The invaluable 
musical contributions from our 
host ministries creates a rich 
backdrop for this reflection. 
With a variety of music ranging 
from contemporary artists to 
hymns and traditional pieces, 
attendees young and old are 
given familiar songs to sing 
along to. Host ministries are also 

encouraged to attend with their 
community's priest. The visiting 
priests this year and the priests 
of Saint Stephen's Cathedral 
have made a concerted effort 
to include themes of vocation, 
calling, and some testimonial 
elements in their preaching. This 
has been appreciated by regular 
attendees of the Cathedral, and 
visiting guests. The evening 
concludes with a time for 
adoration and quiet prayer 
which, due to popular demand, 
has been extended.

Vocations flourish when parish 
communities pray for their 
young people. We are thankful 
for the faithful parishioners of 
the Brisbane City parish and 
those that regularly join us in 
prayer for vocations at Leaven 
Hour. Leaven Hour continues 
to be a cornerstone of Vocation 
Brisbane’s regular events.

Adam leading music for Leaven HourLeaven Hour at Ignite Conference

Adoration during Leaven Hour

St Stephen's Chapel during Leaven Hour
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AMORIS & 
CONCILIUM
Concilium

D iscernment cannot happen in 
a vacuum! As Pope Francis 

prompts us to take an approach 
of accompaniment in our faith, 
so too should we accompany 
one another in our vocational 
discernment. Concilium provides a 
space of discernment, questioning, 
and accompaniment for men 
considering their call to the 
priesthood. The event takes place 
monthly, with a different guest 
priest in attendance each month. 
The priest is asked to share a bit 
about their own discernment of the 
ordained life, the time when they 
first felt called, and to give advice 
to the men in attendance. Plenty 
of time is allotted for questions 
and discussion, which several men 
have noted as being a significant 
point in their discernment journey. 
This year, the event has been a 
space where our men at Canali 
house could gather with others 
discerning the priesthood, and 
hear wisdom from the experienced 
priests of the Archdiocese. Fr. 
Michael Grace, Fr. John Conroy, 
Fr. Morgan, Mons. John Grace, 
Fr Michael Carroll and Fr. Paul 
Chandler O. Carm were our guests 
at the last five evenings this year, 
leaving a strong impression on 
the attendees. They spoke about 
the time when they first felt called 
to the priesthood, the ways they 
discerned the Ordained State of 
Life, and offered advice for the 
young men as they themselves 

discern where God is calling 
them. Our guest priests shared 
stories from their youth, their adult 
lives and their priestly ministry to 
illustrate their key points. As the 
men conclude the evening with 
questions then night prayer, they 
are able to take the words from 
the priests to God in prayer. With 
more than a dozen men in regular 
attendance, we recognise the 
need that Consilium fills in the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane, and will 
continue to run it monthly.

Amoris

T hematically similar to 
Consilium, Amoris is a new 

event intended to help dating 
couples discern the Married State 
of Life. Inspired by Pope Francis’ 
apostolic exhortation Amoris 
Laetitia, the event provides a 
platform for discernment through 
hearing experienced married 
couples speak, asking questions 
and sharing, and accompanying 
one another through conversation 
and fellowship. The guest married 
couples share about when they 
felt called to marriage, their 
experiences discerning marriage, 
and how they live it out. Vocation 
is found in relationship – with 
Jesus, with our community and 
with ourselves – and by building 
a community of young couples 
serious about pursuing the life to 
which God calls them, our office is 
able to have a hand in raising up 
the next generation of faith-filled 
Catholic families.

Some of the couples sharing about 
there journey at Amoris

Fr Michael sharing at Concilium 

Some of the young men sharing about 
there discernment 

Amoris - June
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DISCERE &            
VOC BASKETBALL

Vocation Basketball

" Sport is a human activity of 
great value, able to enrich 

people's lives” spoke Pope Francis 
at the First Global Conference on 
Sport and Faith, and we strongly 
agree with him. For the past 
years, Adam and Patrick from the 
Vocation Brisbane team have been 
organising a regular Saturday 
morning basketball game for 
friends and friends-of-friends as 
an opportunity to be active and 
socialise. In the past year, the event 
has become slightly formalised. We 
have started promoting it through 
the Vocation Brisbane social media 
outlets, and using it as a means 
to keep in touch with guys who 
are involved in our programs for 
priestly discernment or mentoring. 
Each Saturday we have anywhere 
from 10 to 30 attendees, with about 
half of those being Catholic guys. 
Our office will always have a few 
‘entry-level’ events to get in touch 
with people taking their first step in 
discernment, and Voc Basketball 
has proven to be one valuable 
such event.

Saturday morning Voc Basketball game

Voc Basketball - September

Sr Mel leading a reflection with the 
young adults at Discere

Discere

D iscere is a day long retreat 
that acts as an invitation 

to examine and explore how 
God is moving in the lives of 
the participants and poses 
the question “where is God 
calling me to be?” We had the 
opportunity to share this day with 
14 young people from across the 
Archdiocese as we, together with 
the help of Father Nev and the 
Carmelites guided the 14 young 
people in prayer, reflection and 
sharing. Discere’s focus is on 
providing the participants with 
an opportunity to delve deeper 
into their personal vocational 
discernment.

Fr Nev speaking with the young adults 
Discere

Moment of relfection during Discere 
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OUT & ABOUT
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(Left from top): Tristram sharing with the Mount Isa Parish; Quo Vaids Weekend Wrap-up photo ; Some of the young men 
from Holy Spirit Seminary; Archbishop Mark Coleridge speaking with young men from Canali House; Adam speaking 
at Ignite Conference; Rosalia at the Vocation stall; Fr Morgan speaking at Ignite Conference; Vocation Brisbane sharing 
with Holy Spirit Youth ; Sr Mel teaching high schoolers how to throw a Javelin



(Left from top): Patrick at Venire's Seek retreat; Sr Mel speaking at Ignite Conference; Fr Morgan celebrating mass at 
Ignite Live; Sr Mel speaking with highschoolers from Maitland - Newcastle; QLD Vocation directors conference; Adam 
and Patrick at the Ordination of Bishop Ken Howell; Adam rock climbing at Ignite Conference; Bishop Anthony Randazzo 
trying out the 360 Seminary Tour; Gratia discernment evening - May

OUT & ABOUT
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T EN Campus Ministers from our 
community of schools were 

excited and delighted to receive an 
inaugural Cert IV in Theology and 
Ministry.

The Campus Ministers received 
their certificates, awarded by St 
Mark’s Theological College within 
Charles Sturt University, from 
Brisbane Archdiocese Director 
of Vocations Fr Morgan Batt and 
BCE Director of School Services 
Paul Allen during a ceremony 
at BCE’s Dutton Park office 
Facilitated by Fr Batt and Adam 
Burns from Brisbane Vocations, 
the course brought the BCE 
Campus Ministers together to 
share practice and to enhance 
their knowledge about ministry 
with young people in a Catholic 
school setting.

The Cert IV gave the Campus 
Ministers inspirational and 
foundational training in Christian 
Ministry and Theology and the 
ability to identify, interpret and 
compare information related to 
basic Christian beliefs, as well 
as the skills in communicating 
Christian beliefs and 
understandings to both Christian 
and non-Christian audiences. It 
also gave them an opportunity to 
share ideas about practical skills 
and initiatives that worked with 
young people and provided an 
avenue to build relationships with 
others involved in ministry with 
young people.

BCE Principal Education Officer 
for Religious Education, Dr 
Leigh Stower, said as part of the 
Archdiocesan review of youth 
services in 2014, Monsignor 
Peter Meneely challenged BCE 
to develop an understanding of 
what ministry meant for Campus 
Ministers. “We listened closely to 
schools and the Campus Ministers 
group to create an action plan to 
skill and resource BCE Campus 
Ministers.

CANALI SCHOOL   
OF LEADERSHIP & 
CAMPUS MINISTERS 
CERT IV 

“I am thankful to the BCE 
Scholarships Committee, who 
allowed us to access some of the 
scholarship budget to provide 
these 10 Campus Ministers 
an opportunity to work with 
Fr Morgan Batt at Vocations 
Brisbane to achieve a Certificate 
IV in Theology and Ministry. “I 
am grateful to Fr Morgan for his 
support and leadership of this 
group’s study,” she said.
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ANNIVERSARIES & 
MILESTONES

I n the year 1917, in a mountainous 
region at the center of Portugal, 

the Mother of God appeared six 
times to three young children. 
Elsewhere on the continent the 
“Great War” raged, that would 
cost Europe an entire generation, 
over 37 million lives. Besides 
sending her own sons to die 
(in France and North Africa) 
Portugal was in political chaos 
at home. In the years 1916 and 
1917, through the tutelage of an 
angel and the Blessed Mother, 
two young children were led to 
holiness in just a few short years. 
That tutoring began in the spring 
of 1916 with three visitations of 
the Guardian Angel of Portugal, 
apparitions which served as 
preparation for the visits the 
following year of the Mother of 
God.

The most important dimension 
of the Fátima event was not the 
supernatural and preternatural 
phenomena but the content and 
the meaning of the message 
communicated to the children. 
By following this message their 
spiritual lives were elevated to 
the heights of sanctity, to which 
the beatification of Jacinta and 
Francisco testifies, and the hope 
and possibility of the conversion of 
the world from its ruinous course 
was offered to mankind.

This message can be seen 
as comprising two essential 
elements, to which all others can 
be related in some way. The first 

of these elements is the singular 
role of the Immaculate One in the 
economy of salvation, a dogmatic 
fact. God does not have whims, 
and so the request of the Almighty 
that devotion to the Immaculate 
Heart be established in the world 
must be founded on reality and 
presumes that such devotion is 
justly given to the Mother of God.

The second of these elements 
involves the practical order, 
the value of devotion to the 
Immaculate Heart for the 
individual life and for the future of 
the human race. To this element 
are connected the various spiritual 
practices encouraged by the 
Angel and by the Lady, as well 
as the prophetic content of the 
message, upon which the fate of 
the world depends. Without the 
first element, the dogmatic, the 
practical dimension of the message 
of Fátima would be entirely 
arbitrary. 

This anniversary has been an 
important one for vocations 
and Canali House with the 
men discerning priesthood 
being involved in many of the 
celebrations.

Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta, the three 
children Our Lady of Fatima appeared too

Our Lady of Fatima
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NEW RESOURCES
V ocation Brisbane is an office 

that seeks to get its message 
across through whatever means 
we find effective. This year, we 
have continued to build on existing 
online resources, books, booklets, 
brochures and giveaways, and 
come up with a few brand new 
ones.

Ruminatio has had two new 
editions added. With the 
contributions of 2016 Voc Bris 
staff member Kate Gilday, 
seminarian Ashwin Acharya, and 
Canossian Sister Mel FDCC; we 
have produced the new books 
from three new perspectives. 
Kate writes about her experiences 
discerning while living out her 
vocation as a single woman – 
the transitional nature of the 
Single State of Life, and how 
God works in those who live out 
this life, using examples from 
scripture. Ashwin speaks about 
the discernment for priesthood he 
lives out as a seminarian, and how 
he reconciles his pre-seminary life 
and interests with what God asks 
of him now. These ‘ruminations’ in 
print form will be used to illustrate 
and inspire the message our office 
shares at schools, parishes, youth 
group, and major events around 
the Brisbane Archdiocese.

As an office we frequently try to 
outdo ourselves each year when 
it comes to promotional materials, 
but perhaps no undertaking has 
been as grand as the inclusion of 

our branded Google Cardboard 
glasses and 360 video series. 
A little like those old ‘magic eye 
trick’ books, Google Cardboard is 
a cardboard headset that, when 
fitted with a smartphone with a 
movement sensor, can allow the 
user to ‘look around’ a virtual 
world. Some use the technology 
to produce virtual rollercoasters 
or games, our office is using them 
to give people the chance to see 
what the world might look like as 
a seminarian! This year for Ignite 
Conference and the Australian 
Catholic Youth Festival, Vocation 
Brisbane set out on a task of 
giving attendees a true taste of 
each of the Four States of Life. 
The first in what will be a series 
of vocation 360 videos is the 360 
tour of Holy Spirit Seminary. The 
tour takes the viewers on a tour 
of the grounds of the provincial 
seminary – through the chapel, 
where some of the classes take 
place, and into the seminary’s 
gym. Users were amazed by the 
technology and appreciated being 
able to see more practically what 
it would be like as one trains to 
become a priest. Expect to see 
more innovations in the near 
future!

360 Cardboard Virtual Reality Headsets 

Kate, Ashwin and Sr Mel's Ruminatios 

Fr Andre trying out the 360 Seminary 
Tour
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PROVINCE 
OF BRISBANE            

QLD    
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DIOCESE OF 
TOOWOOMBA
Annual Vocations Dinner with Bishop Robert McGuckin in August 2017

Fr Jamie Collins
Director of Vocations Toowoomba 

Diocese

Bishop Robert McGuckin
Bishop of Toowoomba

Fr Gonzalo Duran
Director of Vocations Toowoomba 

Diocese

E veryone in our communities 
should contribute, in their own 

way, to promoting vocations, that 
everyone should encourage and 
ask the young people to consider 
the priesthood. As a priest we are 
the first agents in showing them 
an honest and transparent image 
of the wonderful gift of our own 
vocation, but vocations grow in 
the heart of the families, in the life 
of the communities.

We need everyone on board, from 
school teachers, parents, family 
and friends with this concern, not 
only in their minds but in their 
hearts too. We need all the help 
that we can get from everyone in 
order to change the face of the 
church in our own communities. 
We need people with courage, 
determination, but love and 
compassion at the same time, to 
bring new air into the church in 
promoting vocations. We need 
you to promote vocations to the 
West of the Range.

“May he (the Lord) give us priests 
enamoured of the Gospel, close 
to all their brothers and sisters, 

Everybody's 
Business

living signs of God’s merciful love.” 
MESSAGE OF HIS HOLINESS 
POPE FRANCIS FOR THE 54th 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR 
VOCATIONS 27 Nov 2016.
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DIOCESE OF 
ROCKHAMPTON

Fr Matthew Moloney
Director of Vocations Rockhampton 

Diocese

Bishop Michael McCarthy
Bishop of Rockhampton

St Joseph's Cathedral, Rockhampton 

A little over 20 years ago, I 
was asked had I thought of 

priesthood and at that time, no I 
hadn’t, but this question stayed 
with me and kept coming back for 
me to think about. I was asked and 
it changed my life. 

In my experience, I am called to 
live as authentically as I am able, 
to recognise and respond to God 
and the reality of God in my life 
and to speak of and share this 
experience with others: that’s 
priesthood in my understanding. 

Sometimes I ask myself: why me? 
What is it that draws me on and 
into priesthood? The answer 
is that YOU do. While there are 
people in our community living 
and loving each other, God is in 
our midst and calls us to respond 
also with love. It’s as simple as that 
really and that’s why it is sacred, 
because of you and your lives. 

I believe that there are people 
within this community who can 
put there hand up and say: ‘yes, I 
would at least like to think about it, 
to talk about it.’ If only they were 
asked. What about calling people 

that you know in your families, in 
your schools, or perhaps even you: 
have you thought of priesthood?

If only people realised that it is 
a very human way of life, you do 
not have to be perfect, in fact if 
you think you wouldn’t be able to 
be a priest with your whole list of 
reasons, then perhaps you or they 
are the very people that need to 
be asked. 

I was glad I eventually took the 
time to answer the question about 
priesthood. Who are you going to 
share with what priesthood or your 
faith means for you?

PRIESTHOOD 
A Way of Life!
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DIOCESE OF  
CAIRNS

Fr Neil Muir
Director of Vocations Cairns Diocese

Bishop James Foley
Bishop of Cairns

Fr Nathan Mckay
Assistant Vocation Director

As shown in photo above

Iwas born in Penrith (NSW, 
Australia) in 1971. In year 6, I 

recall the principal who was a 
religious sister, speaking about 
vocations. By year 11, I remember 
the school Masses and thinking 
about priesthood. However my 
dad was in the RAAF (Royal 
Australian Air Force) and you 
could say, I was air force mad. 
This was my main focus and I 
pushed everything else aside.

My grandmother always prayed 
that I would be a priest, and I 
was aware my interest in faith 
and religion was strong. In 
1999, I entered the Capuchins 
and left during Novitiate and 
began teaching in Catholic High 
Schools for seven years.

I soon realised that God was 
calling me to be a Diocesan 
Priest for the Cairns Diocese. 
I was ordained on the 18th 
September 2015. Reflecting on 
my life to date; I have always 
been attentive to where God is 
calling me. But sometimes with 

our human nature, it can take 
time to process.

With priestly Ordination; I’m even 
more aware of how Christ works 
through me in the Sacramental 
and non-sacramental moments 
of my ministry. This is a 
wonderful gift, for which I’m 
forever grateful.

My advice to those considering 
priesthood, would be: 1. Pray; 2. 
Get involved in your local parish; 
3. Seek Spiritual Direction; 4. 
Get in contact with your local 
Vocations Director and finally 5. 
Do not be afraid, our Lord is with 
you.

I love priesthood and look forward 
to loving and serving our Lord, 
wherever He leads me in ministry.

Fr. Nathan McKay

'You Will 
Never Ever 
Know; If You 
Will Never 
Ever Go'
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DIOCESE OF 
TOWNSVILLE

Sacred Heart Cathedral, Townsville

Fr Mick Lowcock
Director of Vocations Townsville 

Diocese

Bishop Tim Harris
Bishop of Townsville

Neil Hellmore
Vocation Promototer

The Diocese 
of Townsville 
currently have 
two seminarians, 
one in his 
final stages of 
preparation for 
priesthood; and 
the other about to 
enter into his first 
year  2018.
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2018 CALENDAR
Consilium  
Priestly Discernment  
6:30-8:30pm   
Mass + Meal + Meeting

Amoris   
Marriage Discernment   
Group

Leaven Hour     
Starting at 5:00pm     
Mass, followed by Eucharistic Adoration

St Stephen’s Chapel    
Elizabeth St, Brisbane

Feb 23  Mar 23  Apr 27  May 25  
Jun 22  Jul 27  Aug 24  Sep 21*  
Oct 26  Nov 23

*Leaven Hour will be held at Ignite Conference in September.

Other Dates     
Feb 9  Canali House begins   

Feb 11   Seminary Year begins   

Apr 22  World Day of Prayer for Vocations  

Mar 22  Chrism Mass    

Apr 19  Archbishop’s Dinner for Men   

Jun 10  V9 Prayer Campaign Begins   

Jul 19  Archbishop's Dinner for Women  

Aug 5-12 National Vocations Awareness Week  

Aug 24-26 Quo Vadis Discernment Weekend  

TBA   Discere    

Nov  Women's Discernment Weekend 

CONTACT

Gratia  
Womens Religious 
Discernment Group  
Meal + Meeting

Voc Basketball 
St James, Fortitude Valley 
Every Saturday 

Msgr John Grace Rector 
Telephone: 07 3267 4800

Email: seminary@qld.catholic.net.auwww.seminary.catholic.net.au

Holy Spirit
Seminary

QUEENSLAND

 “The Seminary that 
educates must seek 
really and truly to 

initiate the candidate 
in the sensitivity of 
being a shepherd.”

vocationbrisbane
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