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vocāre (vo-kar-ay): to call 
from Latin vocātiō: a calling

Image of Sts Louis Martin (1823-1894), and Marie Zelie Guerin and family with St 
Therese of Lisieux. Sts Louis and Marie were the first married couple with children 
to be canonised together. Icon by Paulo Orlando

Vocāre is a Latin word which means, “to call”. Vocāre, the annual vocations 
magazine of the Archdiocese of Brisbane, outlines the variety of vocations to 
which people are called. Vocāre also provides key information about the work of 
Vocation Brisbane throughout the year.

This past year our team added more staff and new events to our calendar to 
coincide with the Year of Consecrated Life. In 2016 we look to further creatively 
structure our team to reach and engage the vocations message throughout the 
Archdiocese during the Jubilee or Holy Year of Mercy.

As we continue to embrace anew the role and vocation of families and move 
into the Year of Mercy, we take up Pope Francis’ challenge to see new horizons, 
as well as Archbishop Mark’s challenge for the Church to “think differently of 
itself and to act differently”.

We look forward with hope and excitement to another year of promoting a 
culture of vocations throughout the Archdiocese. 

We take up the prayer:

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
In you we contemplate the splendour of true love. 

To you we turn with trust. 
Guide our Church family as we embrace this year of mercy. 

Amen

Cover photo: Pope Francis shakes 
hands with an inmate at Curran-
Fromhold Correctional facility, 
Philadelphia, USA
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From the Archbishop
As we went to print, Archbishop Mark Coleridge was in Rome contributing to 
the Synod on the Family. Below is an excerpt of his blog detailing some of the 
experiences and discussions from the Synod.

“Fifty years ago, Vatican II’s document on The Church in the Modern World, 
Gaudium et Spes, said “… the human race has passed from a rather static 
concept of reality to a more dynamic, evolutionary one” (5). What was true 
then is even truer now, as the language of the 2015 Synod’s Instrumentum 
Laboris shows, with its frequent use of words like “growth” and “journey”.

Marriage is seen now not so much as a state but as a process. It’s no longer 
experienced as a place where spouses live but as an essentially relational 
pattern of movement. In static terms, marriage is a space, which you either 
do or do not inhabit; but in more dynamic terms it’s a journey towards and 
beyond a wedding.

Marriage is seen now not so 
much as a state but as a process

The vocation of marriage is seen today as growing into the fullness of love 
rather than dwelling in it from the day you meet and then marry. Yet our 
theology and law of marriage tend to inhabit an older, more static world, 
which is why in this area, there’s a growing gap between the Church and a 
culture that finds our notions of instant sacramentality and indissolubility 
perplexing.

In one sense, of course, marriage is a state. But we need now to think, 
speak and act in the area of marriage in a way more attuned to a sense 
of process. This is what happened with Vatican II’s understanding of the 
Church. The Council spoke of the Church more dynamically as a pilgrim 
people rather than statically as a perfect society. This was more than just 
words. It led the Church to think differently of itself and to act differently.”

Read more at: http://mediablog.catholic.org.au/

Most Rev MaRk 
ColeRidge

Archbishop of Brisbane

“

“

Archbishop Mark Coleridge shares his life as a priest with Quo Vadis participants
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FatheR MoRgan Batt
Director of Vocations  

& Canali House
Director of Pastoral Formation for 
Holy Spirit Provincial Seminary

From the Director

Pope Francis is asking the Church again to spend a year focusing on 
a particular area. In the past year the Church prayed and celebrated 

the Year of Consecrated life. Vocation Brisbane started the Year with a 
great gathering of 80 religious and consecrated who prayed, reflected and 
celebrated the diversity of charisms in the Church. This focus continued in 
various ways through 2015. The Church is being asked from December 8, 
2015 to turn our attention to mercy with the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy. 

“Let us … remember Peter: three times he denied Jesus, precisely when he 
should have been closest to Him: and when he hits bottom he meets the gaze 
of Jesus who patiently, wordlessly, says to him: ‘Peter, don’t be afraid of your 
weakness, trust in Me’.” These are the words Pope Francis preached in his 
homily on Divine Mercy Sunday April 7, 2013. What a tender gesture for 
the world in its confused and alienated state to be asked to stop and consider 
the gaze of Jesus and to be so deeply touched by the mercy of Christ that we 
experience a profound change of heart. 

The Year of Mercy, as it is now commonly known, will hopefully be a 
grace filled time for forgiveness and reconciliation. We can get so litigious 
that the cry for justice can drown out the cry for mercy. Mere justice is not 
enough. Mercy is not opposed to justice, but it is God’s way of reaching out 
to sinners, offering a new chance to come to one’s senses, repent, and believe. 
Justice brings us what we deserve; mercy gives us the grace of forgiveness 
which we do not deserve but are granted. Mercy does not mean that we 
condone or excuse wrong doing. Yet we are still ready to forgive offence. 
Mercy is the concrete down to earth expression of love – God’s love. May 
this year open our hearts to God’s love and forgiveness. 

The Jubilee Year of Mercy invites people across the world to pass through 
the Holy Door in St Peter’s, to utilise the Sacrament of Reconciliation, join 
in the “24 hours for the Lord” during Lent 2016, invite the Missionaries of 
Mercy to preach in your local area, open your heart to Mary the Mother of 
Mercy, and many other universal initiatives. The Archdiocese of Brisbane will 
also have ways to engage in this wonderful year. 

Vocation Brisbane has started building a large Heart of Mercy sculpture 
to be placed on the lawns of the Cathedral and invites couples and those 
making commitments to clip a heart padlock, or their own padlock, to the 
heart – in similar ways to those who clip padlocks onto bridges around 
the world.  Just contact Vocation Brisbane for a free heart-shaped padlock. 
Vocation Brisbane will also conduct twilight retreats, prayer days and other 
special events for the family and those discerning their vocation during the 
Jubilee Year. 

Blessings from Vocation Brisbane for the Jubilee Year as we move deeper 
into the loving gaze and merciful heart of Christ. 
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Adam Burn 
Executive Manager
Adam has spent the last several years 
in Catholic youth ministry, serving 
four years with NET Ministries 
Australia and some time in formation 
at Holy Spirit Seminary Queensland. 
He has a Certificate IV in Leadership 
and Ministry and has almost 
completed a Bachelor of Theology at 
Australian Catholic University. He is 
passionate about writing reflections, 
articles, poetry and music that help 
others to make sense of their journey. 
Adam is responsible for promotional 
work in secondary schools across the 
archdiocese, as well as co-ordinating 
key projects such as Quo Vadis 
weekends and VOCadventure. 
He also plays an important role 
mentoring young men who are 
further along their discernment 
journey towards priesthood.

Patrick Ransom 
Vocations Officer
Patrick has been connected for some 
years to a number of key youth and 
young adult ministries in Brisbane. 
Recently married, he is studying a 
Bachelor of Education at Queensland 
University of Technology. His 
responsibilities include engaging with 
youth and young adult ministries 
and events. Throughout 2015 he 
oversaw Our Shout in the city at the 
Port Office Hotel. He also develops 
new vocations resources, giveaways 
and the presence of the Vocations 
Roadshow across the Archdiocese. 
Patrick also supports our ministry in 
secondary schools.

Meet Our Staff

Rosalia Risati 
Administrative Officer
Rosalia left New Zealand in 2014, 
where she had lived for almost 25 
years, to relocate to Brisbane with 
her family. She worked for the 
Archdiocese of Wellington in pastoral 
services and gained a Diploma in 
Pastoral Ministry to fulfil her passion 
to serve the Church through parish 
life. She and her husband were 
formerly catechists who served the 
Samoan chaplaincy. Rosalia has 
expertise in co-ordinating Sunday 
school programs, retreats and 
trainings. She is also a marriage 
educator and was a spiritual guide for 
the Samoan community in the 
Wellington region.

Field Officers
Our field officers undertook a new 
and exciting ministry in 2015. 
Each was employed one day a week 
and assigned to a region of the 
Archdiocese.

They were tasked with extending 
the presence of vocations promotion, 
which included visiting schools, 
parishes, youth groups, communities 
and attending events. 
Nicholas Rinehart, Steph Santos, 
Letitia Donnelly and Arnaud Hurdoyal
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Hearing God’s Call

Nuns, sisters, brothers and 
Consecrated virgins live the 

Religious or Consecrated vocational 
state of life. In choosing this life, they 
commit to a charism, or a particular 
expression of life and service, such as 
health care or education. 

Most of 2015 was dedicated 
by Pope Francis to prayer for this 
state of life and the celebration of 
those men and women living as 
Consecrated and Religious.

During an evening of dialogue and 
celebration in March called “Hearing 
God’s Call” we recognised their 
ministry and service and highlighted 
the importance of their vocations to 
young people.

Over 30 Religious gathered for the 
evening, which included Mass and 
dinner, and a presentation on the life 
and charism of a Religious by visiting 
Sisters of the Missionaries of God’s 
Love order.

The Religious life is far from dead 
in the Archdiocese of Brisbane. As 
the Year of Consecrated Life comes 
to a close, we stop to reflect once 
more on the many men and women 
serving God and God’s people 
through various charisms of ministry 
and mission.

We thank God for their ministry 
and pray for many more vocations to 
the Religious state of life.

Brothers and sisters from various 
orders around the archdiocese 
(Photo: The Catholic Leader)

Families Meet From Around the World
Themed Love is Our Mission: 
The Family Fully Alive, the 2015 
World Meeting of Families held 
in Philadelphia, USA, was the 
world’s largest Catholic gathering 
of families.

Started by St John Paul II to 
strengthen the sacred bonds of family 

across the globe, these meetings are 
held every three years and sponsored 
by the Holy See’s Pontifical Council 
for the Family.

Our director Fr Morgan was in 
Philadelphia in September for part 
of the meeting as our team continues 
to seek new ways to support and 

Vocations Director Fr Morgan Batt at 
the 2015 World Meeting of Families 
held in Philadelphia

www.bne.catholic.net.au/adf

SUPPORT ING
PRIESTS HEALTH

A N D RET IREMENT

 For more information please call 3336 9218 
or Email foundation@bne.catholic.net.au

The Priests Foundation supports the
retired and sick Priests of the Archdiocese.

Archdiocese of Brisbane

encourage the vocation of families 
throughout the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane.
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Vocation Brisbane’s 2015 Quo 
Vadis Weekend held August 28-

30 at Holy Spirit Seminary gathered 
11 young men to discern and reflect 
on the call to priesthood. Vocations 
Director Fr Morgan Batt and the 
Vocation Brisbane team immersed 
them in different aspects of priestly 
life and formation.

The weekend included an 
introduction to praying the Divine 
Office, a session on sexuality and 
celibacy presented by Real Talk 
ministries, interaction with the 
seminary community and one-to-one 
vocational direction. 

Quo Vadis follows the four areas of 
priestly formation: human, academic, 
spiritual and pastoral. Participants 
ranged in age from 16 to 25, with 
some joining the weekend from youth 
ministry teams, others from parishes 
and some from Canali House. 

HOLY SPIRIT SEMINARY
QUEENSLAND

Preparing shepherds to lead and serve the people of God

shepherds, with the 

it real, as shepherds 

Pope Francis 
28 March 2013

Msgr Anthony Randazzo
Rector 
      07 3246 9888 
      seminary@qld.catholic.net.au

www.seminary.catholic.net.au 

(Right): Tackling the seminary’s 
indoor rock climbing wall; (below) 
participants team up during an 
outdoor activity

Based on their feedback many 
participants came away from 
the weekend with a deeper 
understanding of priesthood and 
their calling. 

Quo Vadis means “Where are you 
going?” and is the theme employed 
for our priestly discernment weekend. 
Vocation Brisbane offers Quo 
Vadis and many other events and 
discernment resources. Please contact 
the office for information regarding 
weekends and to register interest.

Discernment is always done in 
the presence of the Lord, looking at 
the signs, listening to the things that 
happen, the feeling of the people, 
especially the poor — Pope Francis

Quo Vadis: Where Are You Going?
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(Clockwise from top): Vinnies 
Youth Social Justice Day, Clairvaux 
MacKilllop College, Upper Mt 
Gravatt; Movers and Shakers 
leadership camp, Toowoomba; Ignite 
vocation climbing wall, Redcliffe; 
Australian Catholic University retreat, 
Coolum Beach; crowd participation 
during one of Fr Morgan’s homilies, 
Hervey Bay; Ignite Lead, Rosalie; 
Discere Weekend, Glasshouse 
Mountains

Vocations Roadshow 2015
sChools
A major part of the mission of 
Vocation Brisbane is being present 
with information and opportunities 
for discernment where young 
people are. As such, the work we 
do in schools is essential. In the last 
year our office had the privilege of 
speaking with thousands of people 
in schools, both students and staff, 
about our message.

Padua Year 12 menAlive Extreme, 
Noosa
Trinity College, Beenleigh
St John’s College, Nambour
St Michael’s College, Merrimac
Career’s Expo, Marist College 
Ashgrove
School Mass, St Thomas More 
College, Sunnybank
Iona College, Wynnum
Year 11 Retreat, St Thomas More 
College, Bornhoffen
St Teresa’s College, Noosaville
Our Lady’s College, Annerley
Shalom College, Bundaberg
College Visit, USQ Toowoomba
Xavier College, Hervey Bay
Careers Expo, St Peter Claver 
College, Riverview
St Patrick’s College, Gympie
St Mary’s College, Maryborough
St Eugene’s College, Burpengary
St Joseph’s College, Gregory 
Terrace
Xavier College, Ballina

PaRishes
Visiting parish communities is 
an essential facet of the work of 
Vocation Brisbane. Through the 
continued efforts of the office, and by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, we have 
been able to touch thousands of lives 
that may otherwise not have heard 
the Catholic Church’s important 
teaching on vocation.

St Michael’s, Dorrington
Mater Dei, Ashgrove West
St Peter Chanel, The Gap
Stella Maris, Maroochydore
St Gerard Majella, Chermside West
St Mary’s, South Brisbane
St Luke’s, Buranda
Lutwyche Parish
St Stephen’s Cathedral, Brisbane
St Clement’s Melkite Community, 
South Brisbane
All Saints, Albany Creek
Holy Spirit, New Farm
Jubilee Parish
St John Vianney, Manly
St Mary MacKillop, Birkdale
St Paschal’s, Wavell Heights
St Francis’, West End
St Peter and Paul’s, Bulimba
St Thomas’, Camp Hill
St Joachim’s, Holland Park
St Agnes’, Mt Gravatt

Youth gRouPs
The youth groups around the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane provide an 
ideal setting to share more deeply 
about God’s call. As opposed to 
other speaking opportunities where 
dialogue can be one-way, youth 
groups allow for discussion and 
greater understanding. 

Life Teen, Darra Jindalee
Salt and Light Young Adults, 
Bracken Ridge
Venire Youth, Surfers Paradise
St Patrick’s Youth Group, Beenleigh
Chill ‘n’ Chat UQ Freedom Launch 
Team, Paddington
All Saints Youth Ministry Trivia 
Night, Albany Creek
Verso L’Alto, Frassati Ministries, 
Annerley
Encounter Youth, Acacia Ridge
After Glow, Carina

events
Vocation Brisbane is regularly 
invited to participate in, present 
at, or attend various events around 
the Archdiocese of Brisbane and 
further afield. Thanks to our valuable 
resources and engaging presentations, 
Vocation Brisbane is able to have a 
lasting impact with a much broader 
demographic.

Australian Marist Youth Festival, 
Sydney
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Ignite Summer Camp, Mt 
Tamborine
NET Ministries Initial Training, 
Noosa
Marist Student Leaders Gathering, 
Brisbane
Archbishop’s Curial Mass, St 
Stephen’s Cathedral
Holy Spirit Seminary 
Commencement Mass, Banyo
Diocesan Teachers Inservice, 
Rockhampton
Marist Vocations Forum, Brisbane
ACU Commencement Mass, Banyo
Chrism Mass, St Stephen’s Cathedral
Hearing God’s Call, Canali House
Movers and Shakers, Toowoomba
Launch of Archdiocesan Youth 
Report, Wilston
52nd World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations
18th Archbishop’s Dinner for 
Vocations, Wynberg, New Farm
Anzac Day Masses
Vinnies Schools Social Justice Day, 
Upper Mt Gravatt
SECA Leaders Evening, Sunnybank
BCE’s Powerhouse of Leaders, 
New Farm

Discere Young Adults Weekend, 
Pomona
BCE Campus Ministers Colloquium, 
Maleny
Youth For Christ National 
Conference, Tallebudgera
Spirit in the City, QUT
ACSA Conference, Melbourne
Presbyteral Ordination, St 
Stephen’s Cathedral
National Vocations Awareness 
Week
Serra International Conference, 
Melbourne
Youth and Vocations Expo, St 
Stephen’s Cathedral
Fr Joseph Canali’s 100th 
Anniversary Mass, Nudgee 
Cemetery
Quo Vadis Discernment Weekend, 
Holy Spirit Seminary
National Conference of Diocesan 
Vocations Directors, USA
World Meeting of Families, USA
Australian Catholic Youth Festival, 
Adelaide
menALIVE to the MAX Weekend, 
St Leos’ College, UQ, St Lucia
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Discere: Discerning Differently

Five young men and five young 
women huddled together on 

top of a mountain listening to the 
Aboriginal legend of the Glasshouse 
Mountains might not be the first 

www.catholicleader.com.au
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Devoted young  
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Michael Grace is on 

the front lines in the 
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Aid to the Church 

in Need founder 

did his best to 

help dry the tears 

of God throughout 

his ministry

P 24

Pope Francis calls 

on Christians to be 

channels of mercy, 

justice and peace

Easter greetings: Pope Francis greets the faithful after delivering his Easter message “urbi et orbi” (to the city and the world) from the balcony of St Peter’s basilica after the Easter Mass on March 31         P
hoto: AAP/EPA   
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restore life to dry bones   
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image that comes to mind when you 
think about a discernment weekend, 
but that was the point.

“Discere” is the Latin word from 
which “discernment” is derived, and 
means “to cut away” or “to separate 
apart”; meaning discernment is an 
intentional process with the purpose 
of discovering how one can serve 
God, Church and others.

Vocation Brisbane’s annual Discere 
weekend held in mid-June set about 
looking at discernment differently – 

the group climbed two mountains 
in the Sunshine Coast region, played 
Ultimate Frisbee and had their 
concept of discernment and vocation 
challenged. Central to this was the 
process of encounter: with self, others 
and God. 

St Patrick’s Church community, 
Pomona, part of Noosa District 
Catholic Parish, graciously hosted the 
group, led by Fr Morgan Batt and 
Adam Burns.

Resting at the top of Mt Ngungun in the Glasshouse Mountains; (below ) preparing to hike Mt Cooroora, Pomona

10 Vocāre – The Vocations Magazine of the Archdiocese of Brisbane



Vocation Brisbane had the joy 
in August of collaborating 

with St Stephen’s Cathedral Young 
Adults Ministry on running the 
Archdiocese’s annual Youth and 
Vocations Expo.

It is a high-priority event that 
brings together over 35 ministries 
from around the southeast corner, 
and is possibly the largest single-day 
gathering of Catholic ministries in 
Queensland.

The day officially began with 
midday Mass, celebrated by 
Archbishop Mark Coleridge, which 
included music and liturgy by a 
number of local ministries. After 
Mass, over 1000 visitors gathered in 
St Stephen’s Cathedral precinct to 
be greeted by the Archbishop, enjoy 
stalls, a sizzling barbecue and live 
music from diverse talents within our 
archdiocese. The Expo ran until mid-
afternoon and was rated a resounding 
success.

The event is an unprecedented 
opportunity to invite religious orders 
from around Brisbane to promote 
themselves to the enthusiastic youth 
of the Archdiocese. This year a 30 
percent increase in exhibitioners 
resulted in a notably more lively 
and sustained atmosphere through 
the day. With uniformly positive 
feedback, we hope to see the expo 
grow well into the future.

The expo also marked the end 
of the V9 Prayer Campaign – 
nine weeks of prayer throughout 
the Archdiocese of Brisbane for 
vocations. Each parish in the 
southeast is sent a pack from 
Vocation Brisbane that includes 
prayer cards, approved additions to 
the Prayers of the Faithful in Mass 
and posters to be placed around 
the church encouraging awareness 
and prayer for the vocations of our 
Archdiocese.

Vocation Brisbane appreciates 
the continued prayers of the 
Archdiocese that help foster a culture 
of vocations in parishes, schools and 
communities.

Archbishop Mark Coleridge joins expo festivities; (below) expo stallholders ready 
for a busy event 

“GOD IS GLORIFIED WHEN 
MEN ARE FULLY ALIVE”

St Irenaeus

www.menalive.org.au

Vocations and Youth Expo
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Out and About
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(Left from top): Quo Vadis Discernment Weekend Mass, Holy Spirit Seminary; Ignite Conference, Redcliffe; VOCadventure, 
Pomona; Youth Mass, Hervey Bay; Trivia Night, Albany Creek Parish; St Columban’s College Expo, Caboolture; St Mary’s 
College, Maryborough; new seminarians at Holy Spirit Seminary; Youth and Vocations Expo, St Stephen’s Cathedral precinct; 
US National Conference of Diocesan Vocations Directors, St Louis; Marist Youth Ministry’s Vocations Forum, Ashgrove; Youth 
For Christ National Conference, Gold Coast



 “We need constantly to contemplate the 
mystery of mercy. It is a wellspring of joy, 

serenity, and peace. Our salvation depends on 
it. Mercy: the word reveals the very mystery of 
the Most Holy Trinity. Mercy: the ultimate and 
supreme act by which God comes to meet us. 
Mercy: the fundamental law that dwells in the 
heart of every person who looks sincerely into 
the eyes of his brothers and sisters on the path 

of life. Mercy: the bridge that connects God and 
man, opening our hearts to the hope of being 

loved forever despite our sinfulness.”

Pope Francis

13www.catholicpriesthood.com

Above: An example of what the heart sculpture and heart 
locks will look like in the Cathedral precinct

Pope Francis has proclaimed an Extraordinary Jubilee of 
Mercy, beginning on the Solemnity of the Immaculate 

Conception (December 8, 2015) and concluding on the 
Solemnity of Christ the King (November 20, 2016). 

In joining with this important Extraordinary Jubilee, 
Vocation Brisbane is constructing a three-dimensional 
heart sculpture and placing it in the grounds of St 
Stephen’s Cathedral.

Aesthetically, the sculpture will provide a continual 
reminder of the year in which we will be taking part, and 
the blessings and challenges that come with it. Standing 
two metres tall and one-and-a-half metres wide, the 
sculpture will catch the eye of Cathedral precinct regulars 
and passers by.

The Heart of Mercy will be at the centre of a handful of 
Vocation Brisbane projects throughout the year. In cities, 
particularly throughout Europe and elsewhere, there are 
places where young couples go to clip locks to declare their 
love for one another – this will become such a location for 
the people of Brisbane in the coming year. 

Participants in discernment opportunities and events 
of Vocation Brisbane will be encouraged to add their 
given lock to the Heart, and to say a prayer for their 
discernment, vocation and for a continually renewed 
understanding of the Mercy of God in this Extraordinary 
Jubilee. 

The Heart of Mercy projects hope to engage people 
from the four states of life: single, married, Religious and 
Ordained, and those discerning each of them.

Opening Hearts to Mercy



Events

LEAVEN HOUR
Each month we invite the Archdiocese to join us in prayer 
in the presence of the Blessed Sacrament as we pray for 
priests and all vocations. In November 2015, Leaven Hour 
coincided with Schoolies week and was held at Surfers 
Paradise to invite high school leavers to pray and discern 
their future. Leaven Hour is held on the fourth Friday of 
each month at St Stephen’s Chapel (next to St Stephen’s 
Cathedral) beginning at 5:10pm.

OUR SHOUT
Throughout 2015, we hosted a lunch for young adults 
in the city. Our Shout was designed to create a setting 
for young Catholics to gather and discuss what it means 
to follow God as a young person. Drawing a variety of 
guest speakers from various states and stages of life, Our 
Shout challenged young people to consider what their 
vocation could be. In 2016 we will explore new avenues 
for gathering young people in the city.

CONSILIUM
Discernment doesn’t take place in a vacuum. Discerning 
the call to priesthood requires advice and direction. 
Consilium is a Latin word which means counsel, and our 
Consilium nights are aimed at creating a space for men to 
receive counsel. Men from around Brisbane are invited to 
gather for Mass and dinner before hearing the vocation 
story of a priest from the Archdiocese. Consilium is held 
on the first Thursday of each month at Canali House.

ARCHBISHOP’S VOCATIONS DINNER
Generously hosted by Archbishop Mark Coleridge, the 
annual dinner is an opportunity for young men to engage 
with other men at different stages of their discernment 
journey and to gain an understanding of the application 
process to the seminary. The occasion offers a glimpse of 
the joy and fulfilment of following God’s call. Invitations 
are received through schools or parishes, or directly from 
Vocation Brisbane. For more information contact the 
office of Vocation Brisbane. 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER FOR 
VOCATIONS
2016 marks the 52nd anniversary of the World Day of Prayer 
for Vocations. It is a day set aside to pray for vocations to the 
Ordained life (priests and deacons) and Religious life (nuns, 
brothers, sisters and other Consecrated men and women). 
Following the Lord’s instruction we pray for the Lord of the 
harvest to send labourers into his harvest (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2). 
World Day of Prayer coincides with Good Shepherd Sunday 
on April 17, 2016.
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This past year we welcomed three more men to the 
priesthood. Fr Dominic Orih was ordained in 

Nigeria on July 25, while we celebrated the ordination 
of Frs Odinaka Nwadike and Paul Eloagu at St Stephen’s 
Cathedral on June 29. 

Both occasions gathered family, friends and many other 
supporters to pray with the men as they commenced the 
next stage of their vocational journey. Fr Dom was joined 
at his ordination by Fr John Conway, who oversaw his 
pastoral placement at Redcliffe. All three men have come 
to Australia from Umuahia Diocese, Nigeria.

Vocation Brisbane congratulates Frs Dom, Odinaka 
and Paul on their ordination to the priesthood. We pray 
for them as they live the powerful witness of Ordained 
ministry, and we pray that many more men will follow 
them to serve as shepherds in the Lord’s harvest.

Ordinations

your vocation
for teaching

(Top): Fr Dominic Orih embraced by Fr John Conway at his 
ordination in Nigeria; (left) newly ordained Fr Paul Eloagu 
(left) and Fr Odinaka Nwadike with Archbishop Mark 
Coleridge (Photo: The Catholic Leader)
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Anniversaries and Milestones

new voCation 
BRisBane oFFiCe
Over the last few years the vocations 
office has been located in many 
different spaces around the Cathedral 
precinct, before finally finding a 
home in 2015. The new Brisbane 
office is located on the lower ground 
floor of Cathedral House and can 
be accessed from street level on the 
Elizabeth Street side of St Stephen’s 
Cathedral.

loReto oRdeR 
CeleBRates 140 YeaRs
Mother Gonzaga Barry arrived in 
Australia on July 19, 1975. Mother 
Barry and nine other sisters were 
the pioneers of a legacy of Catholic 
education for girls in Australia. 
During her 40 years in Australia, 
Mother Barry founded many 
educational institutes with the vision of 
holistic education that has formed wise, 
loveable and well-educated women.

Founded originally by Mary 
Ward, the Loreto mission of 
transforming the Church and the 
world, particularly by empowering 
women to seek truth and do justice, 
continues to be recognised in their 
values of freedom, justice, sincerity, 
felicity and verity.

Today there are 100 retired and 
active Loreto Sisters in Australia.

100th anniveRsaRY 
oF FatheR Canali
Pioneer priest Joseph Augustine 
Canali contributed much to the 
history of the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane. Coming to Brisbane from 
Italy to oversee the completion 
of St Stephen’s Cathedral, he was 
later ordained and served faithfully 
as pastor and chaplain to many 
Catholics in Brisbane.

His enthusiasm for the mission of 
the Church and his personal holiness 
led to his reputation as the Apostle of 
Brisbane.

The staff of Vocation Brisbane, 
along with staff and students of 
Holy Spirit Seminary, and past 
and present residents of Canali 
House, commemorated the 100th 
anniversary of Fr Canali with a 
graveside Mass and afternoon tea. 
Those gathered heard the remarkable 
stories of a man whose legacy is 
remembered even today.

(Below): Loreto Sisters in 1903
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Join us for a year that will change 
lives – yours included. You just  
need to be aged 18 – 30 & Catholic.

get in contact

www.netministries.com.au/joinus
07 3217 5299

mission -  chal lenge -  meaning

Canali: For Men on a Journey

As one of only four live-in 
discernment houses in the 

world, Canali House allows men 
to intentionally discern priesthood 
while still continuing study or 
employment.

 More than just a house, it is a 
discernment program that invites 
men to consider where their vocation 
journey may lead. 

Such a program, aimed at the 
human formation of the residents, 
often results in a vibrant if not 
random lifestyle. 

The Canali boys take turns cooking 
and grocery shopping, and team 
together to tackle household chores. 
Household outings are not unusual: 

this year’s household road-tripped to 
Bundaberg, an experience some of 
the guys had never had before. Yum 
cha is a traditional staple, while many 
other antics are sure to ensue when 
young men live together.

This time together helps the men 
develop their understanding of 
self and what it takes to be a man. 
Tackling these big questions helps 
them to fine tune their discernment 
and make decisions about their 
future. It also shapes them as 
leaders in our Church, ordained or 
otherwise.

Six men resided at Canali 
House during 2015, with one 
man participating in the program 

externally. Four of these men will be 
entering into seminary formation, 
testament again to the program’s 
efficacy in guiding men on the 
discernment journey.

The Canali School of Leadership 
invites young leaders from 
different communities around 
the Archdiocese to engage in 
formal theological study. The 
School of Leadership offers a 
Certificate IV in Ministry and 
Theology, combining theory and 
practice to help young leaders 
develop both knowledge and 
reflective skills to better their 
ministry. A class of six undertook 
the course this year, completing 
it in November 2015.

Canili boys on the 
road to Bundaberg; 
household antics; Yum 
cha time
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voCation vines
Vines (shortened from Vignette) are short humorous 
videos designed for the viral nature of social media. 
They are highly shareable and highly accessible, which 
contribute to their popularity among young people. Some 
of our team put their creativity to work and created a 
series of vines, allowing us to communicate vocations in a 
different medium. 

We hope to produce and launch another series in 2016 
which will be brief explanations of the states of life and 
other vocations concepts. The short clips can be accessed 
online by searching for “Vocation Vines” on YouTube.

New Resources

new PRoMotional 
MateRial
As part of our presence at expos 
and events, our team is constantly 
searching for new promotional items 
to give away alongside our other 
vocations resources.

Over the past year our team 
members created branded sunglasses 
and lollies. These items have been 
effective tools in connecting with 
young people and encouraging them 
to discern their vocation.

The team of Vocation Brisbane continue to create new resources to aid 
young people in their vocational discernment. We explore various mediums 
in order to do this, drawing on the skills and imagination of other young 
people to produce new ways of expressing and understanding vocation.

‘dRaFt’
Combining his talents for writing and drawing on his 
discernment experiences, our own Adam Burns has 
produced Draft, a book of reflections and poetry for high 
schoolers.

Adam artfully reflects on themes of discernment, 
purpose and meaning within the context of the teenage 
and young adult life. Words are paired with art and 
modern and impacting designs provided by Chris Fuller, 
a young graphic designer and youth leader from the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane.

Draft is available for download through the Vocation 
Brisbane website.
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Farewell Tribute

At the end of 2015, we farewelled Monsignor Anthony 
Randazzo as Rector of Holy Spirit Seminary 

Queensland. He also previously served as Vocations Director, 
and undertook the Rectorship of the seminary in 2009.

His inspiring formation and vision for the seminary 
program led to an increase in the number of men 
discerning priesthood. In that time 27 men were ordained 
to the priesthood, as well as two deacons (see below). He 
also oversaw several building projects to accommodate this 
increase.

2009

Fr Michael Grace (Brisbane)

2010

Fr John Echewodo 
(Brisbane)

Fr Bryan Roe (Brisbane)

2011

Fr Paul Catchlove (Brisbane)

Fr Nigel Sequiera (Brisbane)

Fr Anthony Ekpo (Umuahia)

Fr Augustine Obi (Umuahia)

Fr Chima Ofor (Umuahia)

2012

Fr Darrell Irvine 
(Toowoomba)

Fr Ezinwanne Igbo 
(Umuahia)

Fr Stephen Hill (Ordinariate 
OLSC)

Fr Lucius Edomobi 
(Brisbane)

2013

Fr Bill Senn (Rockhampton)

Monsignor Tony has been an avid supporter of 
vocations promotion, including hosting and presenting 
at the Quo Vadis discernment weekends held at the 
seminary.

We thank him for his leadership and vision as Rector of 
the seminary, as well as for his support and encouragement 
of vocations ministry.

APPLY NOW FOR 2016
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DISCOVER A  
CAREER FOR LIFE
STUDY THEOLOGY AT ACU

(Above left): Mons. Anthony Randazzo with Vocation 
Brisbane staff Rosalia Risati and Letitia Donnelly; and with 
seminarians of Holy Spirit Seminary Queensland

Fr Nev Yun (Brisbane)

Fr Ladu Yanga (Brisbane)

Fr Stanley Orji (Brisbane)

2014

Fr Vitalis Oguh (Townsville)

Fr Marty Larsen (Brisbane)

Fr Leonard Uzuegbu 
(Brisbane)

Fr Chukwudi Chinaka 
(Umuahia)

Fr Nicholas Ofor (Umuahia)

Fr Andrew Hogan 
(Rockhampton)

Fr Stephen Camiolo 
(Brisbane)

Fr Peter Street (Maitland –
Newcastle)

2015

Fr Odinaka Nwadike 
(Brisbane)

Fr Paul Eloagu (Brisbane)

Fr Dominic Orih (Umuahia)
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A dynamic encounter for young people with Jesus Christ

NATIONAL CATHOLIC YOUTH CONFERENCE
22 – 25 September 2016 | Brisbane 16

IGNITE
CONFERENCE

REVELATION

Leadership and ministry training for teachers & ministry leaders

2016 Calendar
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Other Dates

Feb 4  Canali House begins

Feb 7  Seminary Year begins

Mar 27  Easter 

April 17  World Day of Prayer for Vocations

April 21  Archbishop’s Annual Vocations Dinner

June 12  V9 Prayer Campaign begins

Aug 7 – 14  National Vocations Awareness Week 

Aug 26 – 28  Quo Vadis Discernment Weekend 

Sep 11 – 17   National Marriage Week

 Discere and VOCadventure TBA. Dates subject to change.  
Keep up with all our events on our website.

PRIESTHOOD > ask the question
w w w . c a t h o l i c p r i e s t h o o d . c o m        13 0 0  13 3  5 4 4

6.30 – 8.30pm 
1st Thursday of the Month
Mass + Meal + Meeting

Canali House 
47 Clyde Road, Herston

Feb 4 Mar 3 Apr 7 May 5 Jun 2
Jul 7 Aug 4 Sep 1 Oct 6 Nov 3

5.10 – 6.00pm  
4th Friday of the Month
Mass, followed by Eucharistic Adoration

St Stephen’s Chapel 
Elizabeth Street, Brisbane

Feb 26 Mar 25 Apr 22 May 27 Jun 24
Jul 22 Aug 26 *Sep 23 Oct 28 Nov 25

* Leaven Hour will be held at the  
Ignite Conference in September


