
VOCATION MATTERS 

This year, our office has made a particular effort to be present 
at Career and Vocation expos wherever possible. Recently, we 
have engaged with expos in schools and within our own 
Cathedral Precinct. In the last months we ran stalls at the 
Chisholm College all-school expo, the Mary Mackillop expo 
and the annual Vocations and Youth Expo. High school are 
continually supportive of our message. Our time at Chisholm 
allowed us to chat with hundreds of students about their 
futures – both through finishing high school and beyond.   

The Vocations and Youth Expo is a yearly event which marks 
the end of the Australian Catholic Church’s Vocations 
Awareness Week. This year it continued to draw crowds.  

The Mass commemorating the occasion at St Stephen’s 
Cathedral was full to overflowing, and many mass-goers 
stayed on after for the expo and a free sausage sizzle. 

Each of our expos provides a platform for conversation which 
is otherwise difficult, for 
example, when presenting at 
school assemblies or as keynote 
speakers at conferences. We 
find a casual stall at an expo 
allows for curious people to ask 
their questions and engage in 
conversation with our staff.  

The year is, of course, not yet 
done, and we are excited for the  rest of the expos in the 
months to come. 

CAREER EXPOS 
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QUO VADIS WEEKEND—26-28 AUGUST 2016 
What gathers 13 young men to a seminary on a Friday night to learn about the 
call to the Diocesan priesthood? This was the question I found myself asking last 
Friday night as we commenced the Quo Vadis Discernment Weekend. 
Gathering men from around the Archdiocese and the Province of Queensland, 
the Weekend focuses on priesthood discernment, offering experiences of the 
human, spiritual, intellectual and pastoral seminary formation.  

Led by the Director of Vocations, Fr Morgan Batt, the weekend’s input included 
teaching on the life and ministry of the priest, celibacy and relating to women 
(presented by Real Talk’s Kym Keady), rock climbing and team building (led by 
Vocations Officer Patrick Ransom) and a barbecue hosted by the seminarians. 
The participants are immersed in the spiritual practices of the seminary, 
including Mass, praying the Divine Office, adoration of the Blessed Sacrament 
and time for personal private prayer. 

In spending time with the seminarians, having one-to-one conversations with 
the Vocations Director, and receiving input on prayer and discernment, each 
participant further shapes their sense of God’s call in their life. 
 
The next Quo Vadis Weekend will be held in 2017. For more information about discernment, or for other resources, please 
contact the Vocation Brisbane office (1300 133 544 or vocations@bne.catholic.net.au). 

 
 

(GPO Box 282 BRISBANE, QLD 4000)  
1300 133 544 l vocation@bne.catholic.net.au 

This edition of Vocation Matters we celebrate the lives of two priests who 
have made a tremendous impact on vocations in the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane. On the 29th of November, we will celebrate the 25th Jubilee of 
Ordination for Fr Morgan Batt (Director of Vocations) and Bishop Tony 
Randazzo (formerly the Director of Vocations and Seminary Rector).  

We also pray in thanksgiving for Bishop Tony, who has commenced his new 
ministry as Auxiliary Bishop of Sydney after his Episcopal Ordination on the 
24th of August. 

AUXILIARY BISHOP TONY RANDAZZO & FR MORGAN BATT’S 25TH JUBILEE  
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Leaven Hour is our monthly hour of Mass, 
Adoration and Benediction. During this 
hour we pray especially for Vocations. 

This special event provides an opportunity 
for our office to connect with the Brisbane 
City parish in prayer with its central 
location attracting those working in the city 
and St Stephens Precinct area.  

In addition to the support of the priests of 
St Stephens Cathedral, we are very grateful 
for the numerous Brisbane Catholic 
ministries like Freedom, Banyo-Nunda 

Youth Group, Venire Youth group, Verbun Dei (Word of God 
group), Holy Spirit Seminary, Unite Youth (Sunnybank), The 
Hive (Ipswich) and the St Stephen’s Cathedral Young Adults 
Ministry who contributed to the music and reflection times.  

Leaven Hour continues to be a cornerstone of Vocation 
Brisbane’s regular events.  

Vocation Brisbane goes international!  

Thanks to our partnership with the National Conference of 
Diocesan Vocation Directors (NCDVD), and those running 
the Vocation Café at Tauron Arena.  

Our office was blessed to 
be represented by our 
staff member, Patrick 
Ransom at the vocation 
stalls of World Youth Day, 
in Krakow, Poland.  

Patrick was also volunteering as a leader and working as 
our representative on the Brisbane Archdiocesan 
pilgrimage. He had spent a few afternoons in the midst of 
pilgrims thirsty for greater purpose in life and was 
fortunate to connect with our international vocations 
friends. 

The Wednesday of World Youth Day week allowed free 
time for the pilgrims, in which Patrick joined Rosemary 
Sullivan, NCDVD executive director, and numerous priests 
and seminarians from the USA at the NCDVD stall. In the 
time spent at Tauron arena, Patrick distributed almost a 
thousand brochures entitled ‘VOCATIONS AUSTRALIA’, 
spurring dozens of conversations about seminaries and 
vocations here in our home country.  

Many fellow diocesan vocations workers were pleasantly 
surprised by the commitment Vocation Brisbane 
demonstrates in making our name available to all those 
considering priesthood, far and wide.  

We pray that the 
conversations and 
information shared 
at World Youth Day 
will help bring young 
men from across the 
world to the 
priesthood.  

For Vocation Brisbane, there is no opportunity for 
evangelisation quite like our parish visits. Since June this year, 
our office shared the Sunday Eucharist with the Parishes of 
Woodridge, Acacia Ridge, Ipswich, Sunnybank, Yeerongpilly, 
Mount Gravatt, Darra/Jindalee and Moorooka/Salisbury.  

Through each weekend, Fr Morgan celebrates Mass and 
preaches about Vocations. I hand out resources, welcome 
people, invite people to our discernment events and help out 
with the Children’s Liturgy.  

Vocation Brisbane would like to thank you for supporting our 
ministry and we pray that the parishes of the Archdiocese of 
Brisbane will continue to nourish vocations to all States of Life. 

LEAVEN HOUR 

PARISH VISITS WORLD YOUTH DAY STALL 

As a social event recognising and remembering the month 
of the Sacred Heart, our office ran a weekly morning 
workout session through the month of June! The session 
began at 7am each Wednesday starting with a workout on 
the Kangaroo Point stairs, and followed by catching our 
breath and coffee overlooking the city of Brisbane.  

Brisbane is home to a great number of youth ministries, 
and it is rare that there is an opportunity for peers in 

ministry to meet up together 
in a casual setting. During the 
four sessions we had a mixture 
of 15 people brave the cold 
June mornings to exercise and 
socialise. There is continued 
interest and requests to 

reinitiate the event, so expect to see more of the Voc Squad 
events in the future! 

is for young men discerning the call to priesthood to 

gather for Mass and dinner before hearing the 

vocation story of a priest from the Archdiocese on 

Thursday, 20th October at Canali House (47 Clyde 

Rd, Herston), starting at 6:30pm and wrapping up 

by 9pm. 

CONSILIUM GATHERING 

VOC SQUAD 


