
Quo Vadis 

R ecord numbers of young men attended the Quo Vadis 

seminary discernment weekend on 25-27 August 

2017. With nineteen in total, it is the largest of its kind in 

some 22 years. The weekend featured sessions on calling, 

and the life a priest leads. The men joined seminarians for 

daily mass and prayer, and had the option of using the 

Health and Recreation Centre during some sessions and 

free time. Keep these nineteen men in your prayers as they 

discern their entry into the seminary in the coming years. 
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Amoris 

A  relatively new addition to the Vocation Brisbane 

catalogue, Amoris is continuing to support the young 

discerning couples of the Archdiocese. The latest sessions 

have hosted two experienced married Catholic couples, 

sharing about their experiences discerning marriage, and living 

it out. Each evening has also left time for questions and 

discussion about topics raised. With an ongoing group of 20 

various attendees, we will continue to help these couples discern the 

married life through Amoris. 

 

Expos 

T he last few months have featured visits to a handful of 

schools and universities. Australian Catholic University, 

Nudgee, Chisholm, St. Eugene’s, and the major Vocation & 

Youth Expo were a few events Vocation Brisbane featured a 

stall with our team. Each year we continue to build 

connections with different schools in order to better connect 

with their potential discernment events. Careers and 

vocations expos allow our team to engage with young men 

and women wanting to deepen their understanding of 

vocations, while utilising a non-confronting and conversational 

atmosphere. 

Expos 

continue to 

be an 

effective 

‘first-contact’ 

event for 

our office. 

Consilium 

M uch like Quo Vadis, Consilium is providing a space of 

discernment, questioning, and accompaniment for 

men considering their call to the priesthood. The event is 

running monthly, with a different guest priest in attendance 

each month. The priest is asked to share a bit about their 

own discernment of the ordained life, the time when they 

first felt called, and to give advice to the men in attendance. 

Plenty of time is allotted for questions and discussion, which 

several men have noted as being a significant point in their 

discernment journey. With more than a dozen men in 

regular attendance, we recognise the need that Consilium 

fills in the Archdiocese of Brisbane, and will continue to run it 

monthly. 
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Year of  Youth, Faith and 
Vocational Discernment 

W ith the Year of Youth fast approaching, during August 

Sr. Mel had the chance to present to the Australian 

Network of Diocesan Youth Ministry Co-ordinators on the 

topic of Vocational Discernment. Highlighting the importance 

of accompanying young people, she 

reflected on we need to help them 

to transform their daily choices in 

the light of faith into steps towards 

the fullness of joy to which everyone 

is called. It was a fantastic 

opportunity to break open the topic 

of vocational discernment and help 

to empower the young ministry co-

ordinators regarding how they can 

intentionally help young people to discover God’s call for 

their lives.  She concluded by providing some examples of 

resources that can be utilized in an attempt to open new 

horizons for young people in the discovery of their state of 

life.  

T he Gratia group continues to grow during its monthly 

meetings on the second Wednesday of every month. 

During June, Sr. Melissa Anne from the Sisters of Nazareth 

joined us to share about the discernment of her vocation as a 

religious. She 

spoke about 

the 

importance of 

identifying 

our skills, 

abilities and 

interests and 

how even 

though we 

can try and 

ignore God’s voice, ultimately He finds a way to speak to our 

hearts that we cannot refuse!  

 

D uring the month of July, Sr. Rosa Covino, a Canossian 

Daughter of Charity came to share about discernment. 

Using 

scripture 

and the 

call of 

different 

biblical 

characters, 

Sr. Rosa 

gave an 

insightful 

reflection 

about how we need to be still and listen for God’s voice.  She 

also led us through a prayerful meditation on how God might 

seek to speak to us in the silence of our hearts.  

I n August, Gratia welcomed Sr. Frances from the Verbum 

Dei Missionary Fraternity to reflect on discernment of 

spirits. Frances highlighted that the fundamental vocation of 

every 

human 

being is to 

love, 

however it 

is through a 

personal 

relationship 

with God 

that we 

learn to 

love in a way that leads to fullness of life. She then explained 

the Rules of St Ignatius for regarding discernment of spirits and 

how we can apply these to our daily lives and the choices we are 

called to make. 

 

Archbishop’s Dinner for 
Women 

O n July 20th sixteen young women from around the Archdiocese 

had the opportunity to interact with Bishop Ken Howell as part 

of the first ever Archbishop’s Dinner for Women. The gathering was a 

fantastic chance for young 

women to share about 

their discernment of a 

possible vocation to 

religious life, as well as to 

listen to the story of 

Bishop Ken’s discernment 

and how God continues 

to lead him. 

Unfortunately, Archbishop Mark was unable to join us for the evening, 

however a pre-recorded video message of encouragement meant that 

he was very much present with us during the night. The young women 

who attended benefited from the opportunity to share their own 

experiences of trying to understand God’s dream for their lives, as 

well as the solidarity that comes from realizing they are not alone on 

this journey of wanting to live radically set apart for Christ.  We look 

forward to following up with so many fantastic young women, which 

fills us with hope for the future of our local Church. 

Gratia Women’s Discernment Group 

2017 Calendar 
26 September Consilium 

11 October Gratia Women’s Discernment Group 

12 October Consilium 

17 October Canali House 

27 October Leaven Hour 

8 November Gratia Women’s Discernment Group 

9 November Consilium 

25-26 November Discernment Weekend for Women 

7-9 December Australian Catholic Youth Festival 

More information on Programs, contact: 

 


