
FIVE NEW SEMINARIANS FOR 2016 

HEART OF MERCY 

VOCATION MATTERS 

Holy Spirit Seminary welcomed five men into the 
priestly formation program in February:  Louie, 
Gino and Sean from Canali House, Chris from the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane, and Nathan Webb from 
the Toowoomba Diocese. All of these men 
participated in Vocation Brisbane’s discernment 
programs and Canali House as part of their 
discernment journey.  

The 2016 class follows from last year’s class, which 
was the largest group to commence in several 
years, indicating the health of vocations to the 
priesthood and the on-going fruits of both the 
Vocations office and the Seminary. 

In addition to the entrants to the Seminary, Canali 
House continues to be a place of discernment for 
residents and external participants in the 
discernment program. The Archbishop’s Annual 
Dinner for Vocations is happening again, this year 
on the 22nd of April; and the Quo Vadis Weekend 
at the Seminary will run on the 26th-28th of 
August. Our office also continues to develop new 
resources to engage men in priestly discernment. 

 

In cities, particularly throughout Europe, there have been 
bridges where young couples go to clip locks to declare 
their commitment for one another – this sculpture will 
become such a location for the people of Brisbane this 
year. Not limited to romantic commitments, those 
discerning commitments to single, ordained, and the 
religious life will be encouraged to add their given lock to 
the Heart, and to say a prayer for their discernment, 
their vocation, and for a continually renewed 
understanding of the Mercy of God in this Extraordinary 
Jubilee. 
The sculpture itself serves as a visual reminder of the 

merciful Sacred Heart of Jesus, standing visible to church

-goers and passers-by alike. During 

this Year of Mercy, Pope Francis 

encourages us to encounter the 

Mercy of God. Vocation Brisbane is 

encouraging visitors to the 

Precinct to clip their locks to the 

Vocation Brisbane Heart of Mercy 

and pray the HEART RITUAL – for 

those living out their baptismal 

vocation and for the enduring 

mercy of Christ in all our lives. 
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New men: Holy Spirit Seminary rector Monsignor John Grace (back), Gino 
Manabat (left), Sean Woods, Chris Ledwich, Nathan Webb and Louie Jimenez 
on February 14.                                         Photo: Alan Edgecomb 

We pray for the new seminarians, and the whole 
seminary community, as more men continue to 
hear the call to be shepherds for our Church. 



FIELD WORKERS 
Last year saw an expansion to the Vocation Brisbane team to 
include four Field Officers. Their role was to be an extension of 
the office throughout the Archdiocese, further promoting a 
culture of vocations awareness. Their work and ministry was 
invaluable as our office presented as more schools, youth groups 
and conferences than ever before. At the end of 2015 we 
farewelled all four Field Officers as they moved on to new 
ministry roles and new life stages. 

Due to the success of the roles last year, we are pleased to have 
employed two new 
Field Officers: Kate 
Gilday and Chris Fuller. 
Kate has served with 
NET Ministries the last 
two years and is 
studying a Bachelor of 
Theology/Bachelor of 
Philosophy at ACU. 
Chris has worked with 
Marist Youth Ministry 

and Encounter Youth 
and brings a range of 

creative skills to his role. Their many gifts and varied experiences 
bring a fresh perspective to the ministry of our office. 

Kate Gilday, Pat Ransom, Adam Burns, Chris Fuller 

Leaven Hour is our monthly hour of mass and adoration 
of prayer for vocations. The event provides an 
opportunity for our office to connect with cathedral-
goers for mass, and to engage the Brisbane City parish in 
prayer for vocations.   
The Vocation Brisbane staff hosted the first hour of mass 
and adoration for vocations for the year. Celebrated by 
our director Fr. Morgan, at the end of the hour all 
attending made the short pilgrimage to the Heart of 
Mercy, clipped locks on and prayed the ritual. Leaven 
Hour continues to be an event Vocation Brisbane uses to 
encourage prayer and discernment for those seeking the 
face of Christ in this Year of Mercy.  

LEAVEN HOUR 

Over the past three years Vocation Brisbane has increased its 
presence in the Catholic secondary schools of the Archdiocese. 
The Catholic education system continues to be the largest on-
going gathering of young people in a Catholic context in the 
Archdiocese, thus it’s vital for the office to be present in that 
space. 
Our office has healthy relationships and collaborations with 
several of the Catholic college communities around the 
Archdiocese, which creates opportunities to present at 
assemblies or retreats on the themes of vocation and 
discernment.  Thus far Vocation Brisbane has visited students at 
St Teresa’s College (Noosaville), Clairvaux Mackillop College 
(Upper Mt Gravatt) and Loretto College (Coorparoo), with several 
more school visits booked in for the rest of the year. 

PARISH VISITS 
A huge priority for Vocation Brisbane is our parish visits. 
Our office is tasked with encouraging people to ‘Ask the 
Question’ over the 65,000 square kilometres of the 
Archdiocese of Brisbane. Fr. Morgan Batt and I join 
parishes for mass. Through the weekend Fr. Morgan 
celebrates mass and preaches, and I hand out resources, 
welcome people, or help out with children’s liturgy. 
Our year started with a series of visits to parishes South 
of Brisbane – Beaudesert, Beenleigh, Daisy Hill and 
Kingston-Marsden. Beaudesert welcomed us with the 
hot and humid weather to be expected during summer 
in Queensland’s South-East. Our weekend at Beenleigh 
included four masses, with the addition of a few familiar 
faces (Beenleigh is VB’s Exec. Manager Adam Burns’ 
home parish). I enjoyed speaking with the children’s 
ministries in both Daisy Hill and Kingston Marsden – two 

of the largest children’s 
ministry groups I have seen 
so far!  
We are appreciative of each 

of the parishes for 

welcoming us and allowing 

us to share our message. We 

look forward to the many 

more parish visits we have 

booked for this year. 

SCHOOL VISITS 

ORDER OF MALTA 
Vocation Brisbane, Canali family 
and Youth Evangelisation team 
attended the Order of Malta - 
breakfast for fundraising coats for 
the homeless. Canali House funds 
one coat a year - that may sound 
bad but we put aside $2 every 
weekly shop to buy a $100 
homeless coat. If everyone could do 
this the 2000 coats could easily be 
funded. 


