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Holy Spirit Seminary welcomed five new men into the seminary 
community at the Seminary Commencement Mass on February 
12th. Gerard Lai, Minje Kim, Dave Nightingale, Isaac Falzon and 
John Foley join the sixteen men currently in the program of 
priestly formation. All studying to be priests for Brisbane, the 
five have journeyed to the seminary through several Vocation 
Brisbane programs, including the Archbishop’s Vocations 
Dinner, Quo Vadis discernment weekends and Canali House. 
The First Year men bring with them to the seminary a variety of 
life, culture and ministry experiences.  

Vocation Brisbane partnered with Holy Spirit Seminary staff and 
other associates to present the inaugural Xavier School of 
Mission, hosted at the Seminary on the 12th-18th of February. 
The on-going program welcomed participants from throughout 
the Province of Queensland, who are engaged in various 
pastoral ministries throughout the Church. The program was 
presented as an intensive seminar, focussed on equipping 
participants in evangelisation within their particular contexts. 
The School of Mission program is a on-going experience, that 
will re-gather participants mid-year and end-of-year, in order to 
further support and equip participants to engage in their 
evangelisation activities. 

Canali House is the Brisbane Archdiocese House of Priestly 
Discernment. Canali House was founded in 2003 and 
operational for 14 years in assisting young men to discern the 
priestly call from God in their lives.  

In 2017 Canali house 
welcomed 8 young men 
into the program. This 
is our largest live in 
group. The program 
also caters for those 
who are external and 
do not live in but are 
part of the program of 
discernment – there are 

3 in the external Canali House program. The good news then 
is that there are 11 young men in very active priestly 
discernment. There would also be about another 14 who are 
beginning to discern but are not formally part of the Canali 
Program.  
Part of the program is the annual Canali House Challenge – 

where the men go through the pace of an active challenge 

designed for building group cohesion and a bit of very wet 

physical activity. Below is a photo taken at the end of the 

challenge.  Well done men.  The Holy Spirit Seminarians 

cooked a great breakfast for the men when they returned 

from the challenge – thanks to the seminarians. Please pray 

for the Canali men.   

HOLY SPIRIT SEMINARY WELCOMES FIVE NEW MEN 

CANALI HOUSE 2017 



In conjunction with International Women’s Day on March 8th, the Vocation 
Brisbane Office launched ‘Gratia’, a monthly gathering for young women who 
are discerning their vocation. The term ‘Gratia’, derived from the Latin word for 
‘grace’, is an opportunity for women to gather together and share insights on 
discernment and their journey of discovering the plan of God in their lives. 
During the first meeting in March, Sr. Mel Dwyer from Vocations Brisbane 
presented a reflection on steps in the discernment process. She also shared on 
answering the call to be a radical Gospel woman through the vocation to 
religious life.  
We pray for the grace to be open to whatever God dreams for us to become.   
Gratia will continue meeting on the second Wednesday of every month for the 

remainder of the year, with gatherings on April 5th, May 10th, June 14th, July 12th, 

August 9th, September 13th, October 11th and November 8th . The meeting begins 

with dinner at 6:30pm and concludes at8:30pm.  

20th Archbishop’s Vocation Dinner 
Thursday, 20th April 2017—Wynberg House: 6-9pm 

GRATIA WOMEN’S DISCERNMENT GROUP 

PARISH VISITS 
The task of visiting every parish in the Archdiocese and joining them in their celebration of the Eucharist is one that has taken 
almost five years and one that Vocation Brisbane holds in high regard. It is essential to meet people where they are at and 
there is hardly a better way to do so than to orient a part of our ministry toward visiting parishes and sharing our message 
with them there.  

To begin the first months of the year we have joined masses at Moorooka, 

Alexandra Hills, Capalaba, and Wynnum. In Patrick’s absence for the first few 

weekends, Fr. Morgan was accompanied by some of the young men of Canali 

house who are discerning the priesthood this year. Being able to witness all the 

different parishes in the Archdiocese celebrate their weekend Eucharist is an 

insightful experience, and one they appreciated. Each of the parishes provided an 

opportunity to meet parishioners one-on-one and to share about our lives, an 

opportunity for Fr. Morgan to preach vocations during mass, and to hand out our 

resources and invite people to our events after mass. 

YOUTH GROUPS 
This year will be a big one for youth groups! Sr. Mel and Patrick began the year with three youth groups across three weeks, 
and will continue visiting youth groups for the rest of the year. Visiting the youth and young adults of the Archdiocese allows 
us to spread the Vocation message, as well as giving us a chance to get them involved in our programs.  

At each Venire Surfers, Coomera, and Bray Park our team spoke in front of between 20 and 40 teens and young adults. Sr. Mel 
and Patrick shared Catholic teaching 
about vocation, their personal 
understanding of vocation and how 
they have lived it through their lives. 
Each evening ended with promotions 
of upcoming events and ways to keep 
in touch with the office, which drew 
interest from many at each group. 
We look forward to visiting more 

youth and young adults at their youth 

groups this year! 


